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So* 


Qntvard  and  Upward... 


(Breat  Change  in 
tbe  IReliable  Ibouse  of 


L.  F.  BEACH  &  CO. 


Entire  building  of  four  floors,  containing 
21,120  square  feet,  devoted  to  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  Line  of  . 


Dry  Goods,  Millinery, 
Carpets  and  Draperies. 


Many  have  asked  are  you  going  to  run  a  Department  Store?  We  are  going  to  conduct  a  first-class  Dry  Goods 
Establishment,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  show  the  citizens  of  this  City  and  surrounding  country  through 
this  grand  Dry  Goods  house  early  in  September.  1/arge  reading,  dressing  and  toilet  room 
especially  for  ladies  and  children  on  second  floor. 

Respectfully,  L.  BET SCH  St  CO- 


2 


Officers  of  Association 


•  i 


£ 


James  Patterson,  President.  Geo.  Boardman,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Super  in  ion  den  ts. 

Headquarters,  Jas.  Patterson.  Plowing,  Geo.  B.  Boardman.  Grain  Show,  H.  H.  Hyeand. 

...Jud#  es. . . 


2//a/Artny  ST/ows  , 


W.  Lombard,  John  Brown, 
Michaee  Faser. 


■tte'c/enty  ST  tows  , 


R.  Patterson,  E.  Mather, 
W.  Boughton. 


S’/t/in^  ^Premium. 

Oyren  to  So /A  &?eet/r. 


net  Tl/atAen#  SP/oie 


John  Gray,  George  Patterson, 
George  Thomas. 


Sweep  S/a /res  ^Premium. 

Ojoen  to  eett  Si3 Sow 


Simon  Dixon,  John  Stark, 
E.  Jarman. 


S/to 


O/ien  to  2£StSf  erne/  Safety o e’n e'n y  Ceounte'os. 

John  O’Connor,  David  Givler,  Sen. 
Thos.  Stewart. 
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? 29135 


Official  Photographer  for  the  E.  J.  &  E.  R.  R.,  A.  T.  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  and  Illinois  Steel  Company. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  High  School’graduating  class  of  ’97  and  ’98,  Hughes  received  the  unanimous  vote  to  take  the  big  group  and  the 
individual  class  pictures.  He  has  exceptionally  fine  facilities  for  taking  large  groups.  His  elegant  new  imported  mounts  have  arrived 
making  the  most  unique  assortment  of  cards  ever  introduced  in  the  State,  Chicago  not  excepted.  The  old  ivory  mount  is  attracting 
special  attention  and  is  the  latest  European  fad.  Hughes  is  rapidly  getting  to  the  front  in  his  profession,  having  taken  a  medal  “96  & 
97”  at  the  Convention  of  the  Photographers’  Association  of  America,  held  at  New  York.  The  management  is  indebted  to  Hughes  for 
his  promptness  in  furnishing  several  of  the  photos  from  which  the  cuts  were  made  for  this  book. 

?SewphlearceeTS^2^°-  M.  M.  HUGHES,  407  Jefferson  Streef,  JOLIET,  ILL 
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sjffistorical  Sketch  of  the  ^Plowing  97/atch. 

HN  ACCURATE  historical  sketch  of  that  laudable  and  splendid  institution  known  as 
the  Wheatland  Plowing  Match,  will,  in  all  probability,  never  be  written;  for  it  is 
not  sufficient  that  the  bare  details  which  embrace  dates,  promoters,  exhibitors  and  the  like, 
be  constituted  a  “history”  of  Will  County’s  most  remarkable  institution  in  the  agricultural 
world.  There  must  be  deductions  made  of  a  critical  nature  along  the  lines  of  cause  and 
effect.  These  two  branches  of  thought  alone  present  a  vast  field  in  which  to  exercise  a 
broad  investigation;  a  territory  which  may  well  appear  to  have  no  fixed  boundary.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  writer  that  this  exhibition  in  Wheatland  has  been,  and  is  underrated  even  by 
the  promoters  themselves,  so  far  as  its  influence  is  concerned. 

^/Tn  this  day  of  “stock  exchanges”  and  “boards  of  trade;”  a  time  when  the  young  man 
is  attracted  by  the  noise  and  excitement  and  hustle  of  the  cities  and  yearns  to  leave  the  old 
farm,  with  its  sweet  memories  of  boyhood’s  happy  days,  filled  with  the  music  of  the  birds 
and  the  perfume  of  the  meadow;  at  a  time  when  the  farm  mortgages  aggregate  an  almost 
fabulous  sum,  and  the  taxes  are  so  burdensome,  the  question  is  asked  in  all  sincerity: 
“  Does  farming  pay?”  If  all  the  farmers  of  the  United  States  would  follow  the  example  of 
the  Wheatland  farmers  the  answer  would  be  an  emphatic  “yes.”  In  the  light  of  recent 
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devolution 


Is  now  in  progress  which  will  soon  sweep  away  all  the  traditions  and  wise  acres  in 
photography.  The  movement  is  scarcely  two  years  old  yet,  but  time  honored  names 
have  been  erased  from  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  profession  and  new  and  strange  ones 
written  in  their  places.  Those  engaged  in  this  movement  are  attempting  to  make 


•••  PORTRAITS  +  ••• 


in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  and  not  pictures  of  pretty  backgrounds  and  furniture, 
with  the  real  subject  lost  somewhere  in  a  mass  of  curleques  and  gingerbread  decorations. 


One  Photographer 


In  Northern  Illinois  was  among  the  earliest  to  join  the  new  school  and  should  you  wish 
to  see  what  she  has  accomplished  by  perseverance  and  study,  call  at  the  Studio  and  see 
some  PORTRAITS  in  pigment  and  platinum  and  get  prices. 


SAVORY  STUDIOS, 


Barber  Building, 


JOLIET,  ILL. 
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events,  the  Wheatland  idea,  as  it  embraces  an  entire  community,  is  the  only  proper 
solution  of  the  question.  It  is  the  Plowing  Match  that  has  made  this  township  the  most 
fertile  and  productive  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  It  has  made  farm  life  beautiful  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  It  has  interested  the  boys  in  the  development  of  the  farm  along  practical  and  paying 
lines.  ^"Tt  has  made  Wheatland  one  compact  brotherhood,  and  wherever  there  is  union  and 
determination  there  is  strength.  Furthermore,  it  has  developed  social  intercourse,  and  one 
of  the  most  benificent  results  is  the  high  standard  of  intelligence  that  has  come  as  a  natural 
sequence.  If  you  are  looking  for  the  most  intelligent  and  enlightened  rural  community  in 
Illinois  you  must  stop  at  Wheatland;  if  you  are  looking  for  the  best  kept  farms,  the  most 
paying  farms  and  the  most  valuable  farms,  taken  as  a  whole  you  will  find  them  in  Wheat- 
land.  These  things  have  not  come  by  accident;  it  is  the  result  of  intelligence  fostered  and 
developed  by  the  very  institution  which  has  the  very  homely  pastoral  appellation  of  “plowing 
match.”  What  is  true  of  Wheatland  could  be  said  of  the  farming  communities  of  the 
United  States  if  the  idea  embodied  in  the  Plowing  Match  could  be  inculcated  in  every  man’s 
mind  whose  vocation  is  that  of  tilling  the  soil.  An  eminent  and  impartial  writer  on  the 
subject  has  very  truly  said:  “The  township  of  Wheatland  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  fertile  and,  perhaps,  the  finest  agricultural  township  in  the  State,”  and  there  is  no 
disposition  to  dispute  the  assertion,  for  it  expresses  a  great  truth. 

Wheatland  is  the  Township  situated  in  the  extreme  northwest  corner  of  Will  County. 
It  was  settled  in  1837,  by  Isaac  Foster;  in  1838,  by  Josiah  Wightman;  in  1839,  by  L,.  G. 
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Wonders  Jiever  Cease 


Everybody  had  an  idea  that  Uncle  Sam  and  John  Bull 
were  waiting  for  a  chance  to  fly  at  each  others  throats,  but 
now  it  seems  they  have  discovered  that  each  is  the  best 
friend  the  other  ever  had. 

Time  works  wonders.  It  is’nt  so  long  ago  that  nobody, 
not  even  outsiders,  would  have  believed  that  we  would  ever 
be  able  to  sell  such  rare  values  in  High  Grade,  Stylish, 
Long-wear  Qlothing  at  the  low  prices  that  now  rule  here. 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  visit  our  store  and  inspect 
our  stock. 


G.  E.  JARVIS, 

Chicago  and  VanBuren  Streets.  _ IOLIET,  ILL. 
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Colgrove  and  Chester  Ingersoll  and  others.  The  first  school  was  taught  by  Elizabeth  Hoag. 
The  first  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  M.  Oburn,  in  1847. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  many  Scotchmen  and  Englishmen  who  proved  to  be 
very  thrifty  tillers  of  the  lands  already  made  extremely  fertile  and  productive  by  nature.  As 
the  years  rolled  by  people  of  various  nationalities  began  to  carve  out  fortunes  in  the  “garden 
spot  of  Illinois.”  In  1870  the  population  was  1133.  At  this  time  the  leading  agriculturists 
and  most  influential  farmers  of  this  section  hailed  from  Wheatland.  Here  was  the  home  of 
those  splendid  families  which  produced  the  Pattersons,  Clows,  Freys,  Boardmans  and  many 
other  names  which  have  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  county’s  history  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years. 

Just  how  and  when  the  idea  that  culminated  in  the  plowing  match  originated  i&  a 
matter  of  not  very  definite  speculation.  It  seems  to  have  made  its  appearance  early  in  the 
year  of  1877,  when  the  leading  farmers  got  together  and  talked  over  the  idea  of  advancing 
some  plan  whereby  a  closer  fellowship  could  be  secured  and  an  impetus  be  given  to  profi¬ 
table  farming.  Three  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  this  early  movement  were  the  ven¬ 
erable  James  Patterson,  Henry  Massey  and  A.  S.  Thomas.  After  considerable  discussion 
throughout  the  township  a  meeting  was  finally  held  in  the  old  Spaulding  school  house,  on 
July  15,  1877.  At  this  gathering  the  Plowing  Match  had  its  birth.  There  were  present 
twelve  men.  Before  the  session  closed  the  two  first  officers  of  this  splendid  institution  were 
elected.  They  were,  Henry  Massey,  president;  and  A.  S.  Thomas,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
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A  PLEASANT  EVENING. 


Gives  a  delightful  finish  to  the  day.  Noth¬ 
ing  is  more  agreeable  than  music,  and  the 
want  of  it  is  a  vacuum  which  nothing  else 
can  fill.  Our  pianos  are  the  finest  home 
instruments  in  this  country.  Every  one 
who  has  purchased  from  us  is  highly 
pleased  with  the  result. 


M.E.CGNiZERSE, 

PIANOS,  ORGANS  AND  ,1USIC. 

61 1  Jefferson  St.,  =  Joliet,  Illinois. 
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JOHN  WESLEY  says: 

4*  “Cleanliness  is  next  ^ 
to  Godliness."  <jt  ^ 


Why  not  be  Clean? 

We  Cannot  Fail  to 

Please  You  with  Either 


‘Domestic  finish 
or  y/Jedium  Stoss 


Model  Hand 
Laundry* 


Telephone  113. 

JOLIET,  ILL. 


117  S.  Ottawa  Street, 


It  was  voted  to  hold  the  first  match  on  the  farm  of  Alexander  Brown,  September  22,  of  the 
same  year. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  humorous  phase  of  the  proposition  came  out.  Several 
of  the  farmers,  whose  native  land  was  neither  in  Scotland  nor  England,  observed  that  the 
head  men  back  of  the  plan  were  of  Scotch  and  English  extraction.  Straightway  there 
arose  a  mild  protest  and  looking  back  from  this  remote  day,  the  opposition  appears  only  in 
a  humorous  sense.  There  was  one  characteristic  about  the  early  Wheatland  farmers  that 
has  lasted  until  this  day,  and  that  was  their  frankness.  Deceit  was  as  far  removed  from 
their  characters  as  the  north  from  the  south  and  they  were  outspoken  in  truth  and  fearless¬ 
ness. 

They  were, 

“Men  whose  lives  flowed  on  like  rivers  that  water  the  woodland, 

Darkened  by  the  shadows  of  earth,  but  reflecting  the  image  of  Heaven.” 

So  it  was  soon  charged,  and  with  sincerity,  although  subsequent  events  proved  the 
contention  unfounded  and  without  reason,  that  the  Plowing  Match  was  instituted  by  the 
Scotch  and  English  farmers  who  were  in  it  for  what  money  they  could  make.  In  later 
years,  those  who  preferred  these  charges  were  the  staunchest  supporters  of  the  movement. 

The  match  was  held.  The  good  natured  rivalry  among  the  contestants  in  the  different 
plowing  events  produced  the  very  result  sought  for.  The  defeated  men  went  home  resolved 
to  use  the  utmost  care  in  all  future  home  plowing  so  that  they  could  carry  off  the  blue  ribbon 
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William  F.  Hutchinson. 


WM.  F.  HUTCHINSON. 


William  F.  Hutchinson,  who  is  serving  his  first  term  as  County 
Clerk,  was  elected  to  the  position  in  1894,  being  the  regular  republican 
candidate.  Previous  to  his  election,  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  been  deputy 
clerk  under  H.  H.  Stassen  and  his  familiarity  with  the  requirements  of 
the  office  acquired  during  that  time  has  proven  of  great  service  to  him. 
Naturally  methodical,  Mr.  Hutchinson  has  seen  to  it  that  every  detail  of 
his  duties  has  been  taken  care  of  in  good  shape  and  has  proven  a  model 
official. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  was  born  in  the  shadow  of  the  White  mountains  at 
Dalton,  N.  H.,  April  1,  1833.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  state  and  attended  St.  Johnsburg  academy  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  In  1855  he  came  west  as  an  agent  for  the  Fairbanks  Scale  Com¬ 
pany  and  subsequently  became  principal  of  the  schools  at  Monee,  a  po¬ 
sition  which  he  retained  for  seven  years.  He  was  Treasurer  of  Monee 
thirteen  years  and  gave  the  best  of  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Hutchinson’s  deputies  in  the  office  are  his  son,  Bryan  Hutchin¬ 
son  andS.  D.  Knowlton,  and  Mrs.  Maude  Lillie,  Henry  Schluntz  and  Oscar 
Svenson,  are  his  other  assistants.  He  has  two  other  sons,  Merrill  and 
Harry  B.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1856,  at  Batavia, 
Ohio,  died  in  the  summer  of  1897. 


at  the  next  match.  The  winners  did  likewise,  for  they  proposed  to  defend  the  titles  against 
all  comers.  The  result  was  that  some  of  the  best  and  prettiest  plowing  imaginable  was  seen 
all  over  the  township  from  that  time  on,  and  proved  very  valuable  to  the  land,  which  was 
evidenced  in  the  succeeding  harvests.  The  shibboleth  throughout  the  township  now  was 
“good  plowing.”  And  this  had  its  ben/ficent  effects.  The  farmers  in  becoming  more  care¬ 
ful  in  this,  naturally  took  pride  in  doing  other  things  well.  Later  on  this  idea  worked  itself 
out  so  nicely  that  prizes  were  offered  for  the  best  kept  farm,  the  most  productive  in  yield 
per  acre,  and  a  prize  was  given  for  the  best  kept  road  running  by  a  farm.  And  so  by  the 
very  nature  of  things,  great  advancement  and  progress  followed.  The  farmers  began  to 
cultivate  an  idea  for  the  beautiful  and  system  in  all  things.  By  virtue  of  the  very  fact  that 
so  pinch  attention  was  paid  to  this  order  and  system  in  field  work,  a  psychical  benefit  also 
resulted.  The  men,  unconsciously,  gradually  grew  into  a  system  of  conduct.  The  idea  of 
order  in  conduct,  in  decorum,  was  inculcated  in  their  minds.  Promptness,  absolute 
truthfulness  in  all  actions  ;and  neatness  was  the  necessary  complement  that  affected  their 
persons.  Although  this  truthfulness  was  one  of  the  hereditary  possessions  of  these  people, 
the  new  regime  made  its  full  importance  felt  in  the  minutest  detail.  Today  go  into  the 
Township  of  Wheatland  and  see  what  giants  of  honor  you  will  find  among  them — men 
whose  word  is  almost  as  inviolable  as  the  promises  of  holy  writ.  Another  splendid  result 
was  the  desire  to  beautify  the  farm  in  every  possible  way.  Large  bank  barns  with  bright 
coatings  of  paint  sprung  up  all  over  the  township.  The  stock  seemed  to  enter  into  the  idea 
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JOLIET  DUSTLESS  CYLINDER  CORN  SHELLER  NO.  2,  WITH  SPIRAL  FORCE  FEED 


Manufactured  by  the  Joliet  Manufacturing  Company,  the  oldest  manufacturing  company  in  Will  County,  and  the  only  exclusive 
Corn  Sheller  manufacturing  company  in  the  world.  Also  manufacturers  of  a  lull  line  of  two,  four  and  six  hole  Spring  Power  Corn 
Shelters  with  direct  force  feed;  and  the  only  manufacturers  of  the  direct  force  Feed  Hand  Sheller. 


Address:  THE  JOLIET  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY,  Joliet,  III.,  U.  S.  A. 
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and  became  fatter.  Nice  teams  and  good  machinery  followed.  Thrift  and  economy  was  on 
the  high  road  to  success.  Along  came  the  farmers’  institute  in  connection  with  the  plowing 
match.  There  was  a  need  of  more  scientific  research  into  the  causes  of  profitable  farming. 
Dwelling  houses  were  remodeled  and  beautified.  Libraries  were  installed.  Musical  in¬ 
struments  came  also.  Buggies  and  driving  horses  were  procurred  for  the  boys  that  they 
might  enjoy  a  ride  with  some  other  boy’s  sister,  and  what  is  the  result  today?  A  high  order  of 
intelligence  among  these  farmers.  Their  sons  and  daughters  are  not  handicapped  when  they 
appear  with  their  city  cousins.  Too,  this  obedience  to  the  rules  of  neatness  and  beauty  has 
fostered  health,  and  now  we  see  health,  intelligence,  symmetry  and  beauty  blended  together 
in  an  ideal  whole.  This  is  exactly  what  the  plowing  match  and  institute  has  done  for 
Wheatland  in  the  past  twenty-one  years.  This  is  what  can  be  done  in  all  other  farming 
communities,  and  when  it  is,  farming  will  pay  from  ocean  to  ocean.  It  will  be  a  pleasure, 
not  a  burdensome  and  unequal  struggle,  and  the  young  men  will  succeed  their  fathers  in 
the  furrow,  and  the  young  ladies  their  mothers  in  the  rural  homes.  Then  the  dust  and 
smoke  and  deceit  of  city  life  will  be  repulsive  to  the  average  farmer. 

But,  to  our  first  Plowing  Match  again.  It  was  a  success  far  ahead  of  all  anticipations. 
Only  those  who  were  residents  of  the  town  were  allowed  to  compete,  and  the  attendance  at 
this  meet  was  something  over  250.  There  were  seven  cash  prizes  given  aggregating  $44.00. 
One  was  for  boys  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  committee  which  had  charge  of  the  events 
announced  the  following  rules  to  govern  the  contests,  several  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  match. 
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William  D .  Heise. 


WILLIAM  D.  HEISE. 


William  D.  Heise,  Will  County’s  present  States  Attorney,  was 
born  in  Joliet  twenty-nine  years  ago.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  law  and  in  consequence  received  the  very 
best  school  training  to  be  had.  Upon  graduating  from  the  Joliet 
public  schools,  he  entered  Morgan  Park  Military  Academy.  Com¬ 
pleting  the  course  in  that  institution  he  went  to  the  University  of 
Michigan  where  he  put  on  the  “finishing  touches”  with  high  honors 
to  himself. 

Mr.  Heise  was  yet  a  very  young  man,  but  was  shortly  afterwards 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  law,  forming  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  Attorney  John  B.  Fithian,  who  is  one  of  the  candidates  for 
the  nomination  of  County  Judge  before  the  Republican  convention 
this  fall.  A  short  time  since,  however,  Mr.  Heise  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  firm,  and  together  with v  the  Master  in  Chancery 
opened  offices  in  the  new  Cutting  building. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Heise  has  been  a  staunch  Republican  from  the 
very  inception  of  his  birth,  as  it  were.  His  broad  acquaintance 
throughout  the  county  early  gave  him  a  position  of  considerable 
prestige  in  local  political  circles,  and  in  1896  he  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  convention  for  States  Attorney,  and  won  out  at  the 
following  election  with  a  large  majority. 

Although  yet  a  comparatively  young  man,  Mr.  Heise’s  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  office  has  set  a  new  mark  in  its  history.  Not  only  has  he 
done  an  enormous  amount  of  work  in  the  management  of  the  high 
trust,  but  has  done  what  no  former  incumbent  was  ever  able  to  ac¬ 
complish — dispensed  with  all  help,  so  far  as  expense  to  the  county  is 
concerned.  And  furthermore  he  has  not  lost  but  four  contested  cases 
in  all  this  time. 

Mr.  Heise  is  of  German  descent,  and  speaks  both  German  and 
English  with  remarkable  fluency.  He  is  at  the  present  time  a  stranger 
to  the  office  of  husband. 
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“Boys  to  compete  for  all  premiums;  straightness,  neatness  and  evenness  of  furrows  to 
be  considered.  No  plowing  to  be  under  five  inches  in  depth.  Each  plow  will  be  required 
to  finish  one-half  acre  in  three  and  one-half  hours.  Sulkey  and  Gang  Plows  will  be  exhib¬ 
ited  by  the  agents  of  different  manufacturers  and  tested  at  9  o’clock.” 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  promotors  evinced  considerable  foresight  when  they  de¬ 
cided  that  “boys  should  compete  for  all  prizes,”  for  they  could  understand  that  the  “boys” 
of  today  are  the  men  of  tomorrow  on  the  farm  if  it  is  to  be  made  paying.  The  wisdom  of 
this  early  provision  is  accentuated  by  the  fact  that  today  few  young  men  desert  the  farm  in 
this  community.  Some  of  the  “boys”  who  attended  that  first  Plowing  Match  are  today 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  Wheatland,  men  of  wealth,  prominence  and  influence. 

The  names  of  those  who  entered  the  contests  on  that  memorable  day  in  ’77  are:  '  James 
King,  John  Thompson,  Henry  Westfall,  Edward  Green,  Chris  Catchpole,  John  Netzley, 
John  Fairweather,  Jocob  Leaving,  Charles  Brown,  ^Robert  Lee,  W.  T.  Lumbard,  "George 
Board  man, ^Michael  Faser,  James  Lentz,  Ed.  Leavy  and  A.  G.  Brown.  The  judges  were 
Daniel  Berkett,  Henry  Massey  and  Alexander  Thompson. 

After  the  lands  were  staked  off  and  numbered,  it  was  agreed  that  “each  competitor 
should  draw  his  number  and  finish  his  land  as  per  billed;  the  committee  to  remain  in  or 
about  the  school  house  until  all  had  finished,  or  until  the  time  was  up,  and  then  to  judge 
of  the  work.  ” 

The  quality  of  the  work  done  was  remarkable  for  its  neatness  and  evenness,  considering 
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DON’T  BLAME  THE  COOK-BLAME  THE  FLOOR . 

If  your  bread  is  not  as  nice  as  it  ought  to  be.  Give  her  good  Flour  and  she  will  make  you  good 
bread.  Give  her  SPOT  CASH  BEST  PATENT,  and  the  nicest,  whitest  and  sweetest  bread  will 
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the  condition  of  the  several  implements  used.  Some  of  the  contestants  were  using  plows 
which  should  have  been  in  the  smith  shop,  but  in  those  days  the  Wheatland  farmers 
were  not  as  particular  about  these  things  as  now,  having  been  schooled  in  some  nineteen 
Plowing  Matches. 

The  competitors  all  finished  in  the  required  time  and  the  judges  were  so  notified.  It 
was  with  an  apparent  consciousness  of  the  dignity  of  their  position  that  the  committee  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  field  to  inspect  the  freshly-turned  furrows.  Politics  had  not  yet  played  any 
part  in  this  institution  and  therefore  there  was  no  money  consideration  attached  to  the  office, 
simply  the  honor  of  being  selected  as  men  capable  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  best  plowing 
that  could  be  done  by  anyone  in  the  township.  To  the  men  in  those  early  days  this  was 
considered  an  office  of  no  mean  dignity,  and  it  was  with  a  countenance  of  considerable 
gravity  that  the  three  venerable  characters  squinted  down  the  furrows  and  later  withdrew 
apart  to  consult  together.  The  people  watched  them  with  “eagle”  eyes  and  awaited  the 
decision  with  breathless  anxiety.  It  was  finally  announced  and  as  each  name  was  read  off 
the  spectators  on  this  unique  occasion,  for  the  most  part  clad  in  homespun,  voiced  their  ap¬ 
proval  in  a  loud  cheer.  The  winners  were  as  follows: 

First  prize,  $15.00,  James  King;  second,  $12.00,  John  Thompson;  third,  $8.00,  Henry 
Westfall;  fourth,  $6.00,  Edward  Green;  fifth,  $3.00,  Chris  Catchpole;  and  boys  first  prize, 
$8.00,  John  Netzley.  There  is  no  record  as  to  who  was  awarded  the  boys  second  prize  of 
$4.00.  Young  Netzley  for  a  few  furrows  did  the  best  work  of  the  day  and  had  he  kept  up 
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Samuel  J*  Drew, 


SAMUEL  J.  DREW. 


Samuel  J.  Drew,  Town  Clerk  of  Joliet,  was  born  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  April  22,  1864.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  America  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Braidwood,  Will  County,  where  the  early  portion  of  his  life  was 
spent.  He  worked  in  the  coal  mines  there  and  devoted  his  evenings  to 
study.  When  he  had  accumulated  sufficient  money  he  entered  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  School,  graduating  there  in  1887.  After  leaving 
college  he  came  to  Joliet  and  worked  as  court  reporter,  being  engaged  as 
such  during  the  time  the  A.,  T.  &  S.  F.  Ry.  was  buying  its  right-of-way 
through  Joliet;  he  also  entered  the  office  of  P.  C.  Haley  and  commenced 
the  study  of  law  He  accepted  a  position  as  stenographer  with  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Steel  Company,  at  Joliet,  and  rapidly  rose  to  the  position  of  chief 
clerk.  He  began  active  practice  as  a  lawyer  in  Joliet  November,  1892, 
and  has  practiced  before  the  Will  County  Bar  continuously.  He  has 
been  successful  in  his  treatment  of  cases  submitted  to  him  and  stands 
well  in  his  chosen  profession.  He  has  a  large  clientage  among  the  work¬ 
ingmen  of  Joliet  and  Braidwood. 

Mr.  Drew  is  a  self-made  man  and  is  well  known  and  respected  by 
the  workingmen  of  this  county.  In  April,  1896,  he  was  nominated  for 
town  clerk  and  his  popularity  among  the  working  people  resulted  in 
his  election  by  a  good  majority.  In  1897  he  was  renominated  and 
elected  again  in  1898;  his  re-election  showed  the  continued  good  will  of 
the  workingmen.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican  and  has  proven 
an  efficient  clerk.  His  favorable  leaning  toward  the  working  classes  has 
been  demonstrated  time  and  again,  particularly  during  the  late 
coal  miners’  strike  He  has  proved  loyal  to  his  fellow  workingmen 
and  omits  no  opportunity  of  defending  their  rights.  He  was  married 
June  18,  1889,  to  Lizzie  C.  Parsons,  of  Braidwood.  The  couple  have  one 
child. 
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the  work  all  through  he  would  have  carried  away  the  highest  honors.  The  work  of  the 
judges  was  unanimously  approved  and  not  one  dissenting  opinion  was  offered. 

The  afternoon  was  set  apart  for  an  exhibition  by  the  sulky  plows,  which  part  of  the 
program  was  to  have  taken  place  early  in  the  morning.  The  agents  were  on  hand  before 
their  dinners  had  had  an  opportunity  to  get  in  an  anyways  settled  condition.  They  ap¬ 
peared  in  striking  contrast  also  to  the  plain  clad  farmers  and  their  husky,  tanned-faced  sons. 
Bach  had  the  “only  plow  in  the  world”  and  the  country  folks  only  laughed  good  naturedly 
and  pronounced  them  all  the  “best.”  The  two  types  of  country  and  city  life  were  vividly 
set  forth.  The  one  with  the  “fair”  complexion  and  fastidious  dress  and  up  in  the  latest 
rules  of  rhetoric;  the  other  in  suits  of  plain  jeans  and  blue  denim,  with  frank  and  open  coun¬ 
tenances,  the  picture  of  health,  using  the  “aints”  and  “taints”,  and  withal  nature’s  true 
noblemen.  Down  on  this  motley  gathering  the  sun  shone  bright  and  warm  and  caressed 
the  bronzed  cheek  of  the  rural  swains  with  an  old  time  familiarity,  while  it  made  the  ver¬ 
bose  agents  squint  'and  pucker  their  faces  into  all  sorts  of  contortions.  But  here  no  line 
was  drawn.  All  stood  on  an  equal  footing,  where  man  was  measured  by  the  quality  of  his 
character  and  not  by  the  size  of  his  pocketbook. 

Several  makes  of  plows  were  exhibited.  The  “Weir,”  by  Lutsworth  and  Wight;  “Gil¬ 
pin,”  by  Deere  &  Co. ;  “Cow,”  by  Hunt  &  Son,  of  Naperville;  “Brown,”  by  Curtiss  & 
Grant  of  Joliet;  “Star,  ”  by  Bradley,  of  Furst  &  Bradly,  of  Chicago;  “Henry  Judd,”  by 
Judd  &  Hatch,  of  Aurora;  the  “Cross by,”  iron  frame,  by  Tittsworth  &  Wright.  The  con- 
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E.  PORTER,  President. 


JOSEPH  BRAUN,  JR.,  Sec’y  and  Treas. 
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test  simmered  down  to  one  question — draft.  A  test  on  this  theory  was  made,  but  no  awards 
were  given  and  the  committee  desired  another  test  with  the  sulky  plows,  to  be  held  in  the 
neighborhood  in  the  near  future.  “We  learned  among  other  things”  said  the  committee  in  1 
reporting,  “that  a  furrow  can  be  ploughed  straight;  that  there  are  men  who  are  masters  of  the  \ 
plow;  that,  while  we  live  we  progress;  that  sulky  plowing  is  a  great  step  in  advance  of  all 
hand  plowing.”  V 

And  so  the  first  plowing  match  passed  into  history.  It,  however,  marked  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  splended  industrial  revival  in  Wheatland  as  subsequent  events  proved.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  venerable  Tames. JBatteison  as-  ^we  know  him  now  was  elected  president, 
which  position  he  has  ably  filled  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Thomas  was  retained  as  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  up  to  1880  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Geo.  Boardman,  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent. 

In  1878,  the  plowing  match  was  held  on  the  farm  of  Hon.  Robert  Clow,  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  best  tests  of  skill  with  the  plow  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  land  was 
extremely  hard  and  a  heavy  growth  of  weeds  and  grass  stood  up  above  the  furrows  a  foot  in 
heighth.  The  soil  turned  up  in  lumps  but  the  hand  of  the  plowman  guided  his  implement 
with  unerring  aim  and  a  steady  nerve. 

The  same  rules  were  in  vogue  as  the  year  previous,  with  the  exception  that  the  depth 
of  the  furrow  should  be  five  to  six  inches,  and  each  contestant  should  plow  three-fourths  of 
an  acre  instead  of  one-half.  A11  additional  committee  was  also  appointed  to  look  after  the 
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sulky  and  gang  plows.  The  judges  on  walking  plows  were  Thomas  Varley,  Wm.  Silki 
and  Z.  Fry;  on  riding  plows,  single  and  gang,  Alexander  Thompson,  D.  Burkett  and  H. 
Massey. 

Those  who  entered  the  contest  were:  H.  Lombard,  Ed.  Jarman,  Henry  Westfall,  L. 
Wolf,  G.  Boardman,  W.  Boardman,  Alex  McPherson,  Wm.  Castles,  Robt.  E.  Lee,  J.  Fair- 
weather,  J.  Netzley,  M.  Faser,  J.  King,  M.  Schager,  J.  Thomas;  Willie  Meyers,  13  years  of 
age;  Mat  Dermuth,  12  years;  and  Benjamin  Thomas,  14  years. 

The  plowmen  seemed  to  take  things  very  cool.  The  crowd,  which  numbered  over 
500,  kept  up  a  continual  moving  back  and  forth  along  the  head  land,  stopping  occasionally 
to  squint  down  along  the  forty  rod  furrows.  It  was  difficult  to  tell  which  contestant  had 
the  best  of  the  argument.  Several  were  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Jarman  had  the  straightest 
furrows  in  the  field.  Little  Mike  Schager  was  the  first  to  finish.  The  others  completed 
their  allotted  territory  shortly  afterwards.  The  judges  made  the  awards  as  follows: 

Wm.  Castles,  first,  pair  of  silver  mounted  bridles,  donated  by  G.  Small  and  valued  at 
$15.00;  M.  Faser,  second,  $8.00;  James  King,  third,  $6.00;  Ed.  Jarman,  fourth,  $3.00. 
Among  the  boys,  M.  Schager  was  first,  prize  $8.00;  Benjamin  Thomas,  second,  $4.00;  Mat 
Dermuth,  third,  $3.00;  and  Willie  Myers,  fourth,  $2.00. 

The  good  farmers  made  a  wise  provision  this  year,  the  good  results  of  which  will  be 
seen  later  on  when  the  young  ladies  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  remarkable  success 
attained.  They  all  of  one  accord  voted  to  invite  their  wives.  The  reason  for  this  is  not 
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William  H.  Nevens. 


WILLIAM  H.  NEVENS. 


William  N.  Nevens,  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  person  who  has  three  times,  in  succession,  been  elected 
to  an  office  in  Will  County,  is  the  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  a  position  which  he  has  held  continuously  since  1886. 
The  public  schools,  under  his  supervision,  have  made  marked 
progress,  due  to  the  careful  judicial  and  persistent  attention  to 
the  details  of  his  office.  His  entire  service  to  the  public  has 
been  of  a  clean  and  satisfactory  kind  and  it  is  therefore  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  no  surprise  that  he  received  the  largest  number  of  votes 
given  to  any  candidate  on  his  ticket  when  he  last  ran  for  of¬ 
fice.  Mr.  Nevens  was  born  March  9,  1845,  at  Lewiston,  Me., 
and  attended  Bates  College  in  that  city,  teaching  school  in  the 
winters  to  pay  his  way.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  D,  32d  Maine  Infantry  and  was  in  many  of  the  hottest 
battles  fought  by  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  severely 
wounded  at  Cold  Harbor  in  1864  and  was  given  a  hospital  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  service.  After  the  war  he  taught  school  in 
Will  County  two  years,  and  for  fourteen  years  preceding  his 
first  election  to  office  in  1886  he  taught  school  in  Crete.  Only 
twice  in  this  period  has  Mr.  Nevens  been  out  of  Will  County 
for  any  length  of  time.  He  was  taken  with  the  gold  fever  and 
spent  a  short  time  at  the  Black  Hills  and  afterwards  taught 
school  in  Cook  County  for  one  year.  Mr.  Nevens  is  a  con¬ 
scientious  and  earnest  worker  in  school  matters. 
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exactly  clear,  but  one  of  the  men  declared  that  his  wife  was  jealous  of  the  good  time  he  had 
at  the  plowing  match,  and  informed  him  that  she  would  accompany  him  on  the  next  visit 
to  the  contests.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  women  folks  came  in  large  numbers  with  baskets 
filled  to  the  brim  with  that  wholesome  food  that  had  made  so  many  of  their  sons  Apollos  in 
physique.  Their  part  in  the  exercises,  which  was  the  most  enjoyed  perhaps  of  all,  was  the 
serving  of  the  dinner.  The  beautiful  grove  near  by  was  selected  as  the  place  for  the  noon 
day  meal.  The  grassy  plot  for  some  considerable  distance  was  covered  with  the  linen 
cloths  of  immaculate  white,  upon  which  were  heaped  the  choicest  products  of  the  farm 
kitchen.  Nearly  500  people  sat  down  to  that  great  dinner  beneath  the  shady  wood.  The 
music  of  their  voices  reechoed  among  the  trees  as  they  told  how, 

“Through  vales  of  grass  and  meads  of  flowers, 

Our  plows  their  furrows  made, 

While  on  the  hills  the  sun  and  showers 
Of  changeful  April  played. 

“We  dropped  the  seed  o’er  hill  and  plain, 

Beneath  the  sun  of  May, 

And  frightened  from  our  sprouting  grain 
The  robber  crows  away. 
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“All  through  the  long,  bright  days  of  June, 

Its  leaves  grew  green  and  fair, 

And  waved  in  hot  midsummer’s  noon 
Its  soft  and  yellow  hair. 

“And  now,  with  autum’s  moonlit  eves, 

Its  harvest  time  has  come; 

We  pluck  away  the  frosted  leaves 

And  bear  the  treasure  home.” 

After  the  dinner  was  over  the  sulky  plows  competed  for  supremacy.  The  result  was 
decidedly  in  favor  of  Furst  &  Bradley.  This  was  not  alone  the  opinion  of  the  judges  but 
also  of  the  majority  of  the  spectators.  The  Weir  plow  did  smoother  work  but  the  farmers 
preferred  to  have  the  furrow  set  upon  edge,  contending  that  after  dragging  the  ground 
would  be  made  mellower  than  in  the  case  of  the  Weir  plow. 

The  plowing  match  of  1879  was  held  on  the  farm  °f  William  King.  The  weather 
was  ideal  and  the  attendance  numbered  100  more  than  the  year  previous.  One  of  the 
noticeable  features  of  the  successive  gatherings  was  the  increase  in  attendance.  The  rules 
governing  the  contest  were  not  changed.  The  prize  winners  of  the  walking  plows  were  M. 
Fairweather,  first;  John  Thomas,  second;  James  King,  third;  George  Boardman,  fourth, 
and  M.  Faser,  fifth.  Of  the  boys,  Willie  Myers  was  first;  M.  Dermuth,  second,  and  John 
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GEORGE  J.  COWING. 


George  J.  Cowing,  of  the  law  firm  of  Cowing  &  Young, 
is  a  native  of  Will  County,  having  been  born  in  Peotone 
March  25,  1859.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  was  given  a  teacher’s 
certificate  when  he  was  17  years  of  age  and  began  teaching 
in  the  schools  of  Peotone.  He  afterwards  took  a  two  years’ 
course  of  private  tutoring  preparatory  to  entering  the 
Northwestern  University  in  1880,  but  his  devotion  to  his 
work  there  was  too  great  and  he  was' compelled  to  go  for 
his  health  to  Colorado  where  he  spent  a  year  and  a  half. 
Returning  completely  restored  in  health  he  entered  the  Ann 
Arbor  law  school  in  1882,  graduating  from  the  school  in 
1884.  The  following  year  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Olin  &  Phelps  and  in  1887  went  into 
partnership  with  John  B.  Fithian  and  remained  with  him 
for  two  years.  In  1889,  when  the  firm  of  Olin  &  Phelps 
was  dissolved,  Mr.  Cowing  went  into  partnership  with 
Judge  Olin  where  he  remained  until  his  partner  was  elected 
County  Judge.  In  1892  the  firm  of  Cowing  &  Young  was 
formed.  In  his  general  practice  he  has  met  with  flattering 
success.  Mr.  Cowing  was  married  July  2,  1890,  to  Miss 
Stella  Titsworth,  of  Aurora,  a  former  teacher  in  Joliet 
schools. 
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Dermuth,  third.  Wm.  Bungto  was  awarded  first  prize  with  riding  plow,  using  a  Furst  & 
Bradley;  John  Clow  was  second,  using  a  Weir  make. 

In  1880,  the  match  was  held  on  Eli  Varley’s  farm,  September  25.  The  ground  was 
in  good  condition  owing  to  heavy  rains  a  few  days  previous.  The  attendance  was  850. 
The  judges  on  walking  plows  were,  A.  Furguson,  Thos.  Varley  and  D.  Patterson;  on  rid¬ 
ing  plows,  Alexander  Thompson,  Z.  Fry,  Thomas  Stewart  and  Superintendent  James 
Patterson. 

The  prizes  for  walking  plow  work  were:  John  Thompson,  first;  Ira  J.  Parks,  second; 
Wm.  Castle,  third;  M.  Fairweather,  fourth.  The  state  prizes  also  went  to  John  Thompson 
and  Ira  Parks.  The  winnners  among  the  boys  were:  M.  Dermuth,  first;  John  Dermuth,  se¬ 
cond  and  Wm  Luppert,  third.  On  the  sulky  plows,  John  Clow  took  first  money;  Henry 
Westfall,  second  and  H.  Eumbard,  third;  state  prize,  John  Clow  and  Henry  Westfall.  A 
test  was  also  made  with  the  several  riding  plows.  The  committee  awarded  the  prize  to  the 
Weir  for  best  work.  As  to  ease  of  handling  there  was  no  difference  between  the  plows,  and  in 
point  of  durability  the  committee  was  unable  to  distinguish  between  the  comparative  merits 
of  each. 

The  contest  in  1881  was  held  on  the  farm  of  Elias  Myers,  September  15.  The  atten¬ 
dance  was  several  hundred  in  advance  of  the  last  meeting.  The  growth  of  the  institution 
had  been  so  remarkable  that  an  additional  exhibit  was  made  a  feature  this  year.  It  was  the 
colt  show.  There  were  not  very  many  entries,  but  some  excellent  stock  was  exhibited. 
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FARflERS 
RAISING . 

C/u'c/cens  and  7Jur/cegs 

Should  never  be  without 


eystone . 

Poultry  Pouider. 


It  is  a  preventative  and  sure  cure  for  Chicken  Cholera, 
Roup,  and  all  diseases  fowls  are  heir  to.  When 
mixed  with  the  feed  about  two  times  a  week  it 
will  keep  your  poultry  healthy. 


jfcundreds  are  ‘Using  Ut. 

Price,  25c  a  Package,  5  for  $1.00. 

FOR  SALE  BY  A.  W.  FLEXER,  DRUGGIST.. 

106  N.  Bluff  Street,  JOLIET,  ILL. 
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HEINTZ  BROS., 


DEALERS  IN 


Groceries,  Crockery, 
Glassware,  Granite- 
ware,  Tinware,  Etc. 


We  have  the  best  Teas,  Coffees 
and  Flour  in  the  Market. 

Bring  your  Butter  and  Eggs,  we 
pay  the  highest  market  prices. 

^  ^  119  and  121  Jefferson  Street,  &  & 


JOLIET,  ILLINOIS. 


In  after  years  this  department  became  one  of  the  principal  departments  and  led  to  the 
farmers  taking  more  care  in  breeding  their  horses  which  produced  remarkable  equines  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years. 

The  number  of  entries  in  the  walking  plow  contest  this  year  exceeded  twenty  and  over 
fifteen  were  entered  in  the  riding  plow  contest.  The  interest  in  the  plowing  match  had 
now  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  township  and  this  season  marked  the  beginning  of  a  series 
of  annual  meetings  that  have  scored  some  remarkable  triumphs.  The  aim  which  the  orig¬ 
inal  promotors  had  in  establishing  the  institution  was  from  this  time  on  realized  with  com¬ 
pound  interest.  The  names  of  the  judges  for  this  year  could  not  be  procured.  The  prizes 
were  awarded  as  follows: 

Walking  plows,  John  Aspel,  Plainfield,  first;  M.  Faser,  Wheatland,  second;  and  John 
Fairweather,  Wheatland,  third.  Among  the  boys  under  18,  David  Fairweather  captured 
the  first  prize;  M.  Dermuth,  second;  and  Cyrus  Stark,  third.  Boys  under  15,  John  Dermuth 
was  first;  and  Oliver  Matter  was  second.  On  riding  plows  the  state  prize  was  awarded  to 
H.  Westfall,  Win.  Fairweather  and  W.  D.  Boughton.  Boys  under  18,  first  prize  awarded 
to  Adam  Stark.  Geo.  Boardman  was  awarded  first  prize  for  the  best  horse  colt,  and  Adam 
Clow,  first  prize  for  best  mare  colt. 

The  sixth  annual  match  was  held  September  16,  1882,  *on  the  farm  of  John  Lombard. 
The  attendance  was  over  900.  This  year  the  contest  was  thrown  open  to  the  Uuited  States 
and  a  large  number  of  entries  was  the  result.  The  extreme  dryness  of  this  season  kept 
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John  T.  White, 


JOHN  T.  WHITE. 


John  T.  White,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  was  born 
in  Naperville,  Du  Page  County,  Illinois,  December  23,  1868, 
and  when  he  was  eight  weeks  old  his  parents  moved  to  Will 
County  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  education  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  public  schools  of  Joliet  and  after  leaving  school 
he  entered  a  real  estate  office,  soon  discontinuing  this  occupa¬ 
tion  to  read  law  with  a  local  attorney.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  May,  1895,  having  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
in  April,  1894,  and  at  the  expiration  of  -his  term  of  office  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  practice  of  law.  Mr.  White  has  had  excellent 
success,  both  as  a  public  officer  and  in  private  practice.  He 
is  a  thorough  and  conscientious  lawyer  and  is  alwaj'S  keenly 
alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his  clients.  Mr.  White  is  popu¬ 
lar  socially  and  is  a  member  of  Stevenson  Camp,  2892,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  public  matters  where  his  opinion  is  highly  valued. 
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quite  a  number  from  plowing  who  had  intended  to  do  so.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  there 
were  28  men  and  boys  ready  for  the  contest  at  9  o’clock  in  the  forenoon.  More  care  than 
usual  was  exercised  in  setting  the  stakes  as  the  men  had  learned  in  the  years  before  that  a 
straight  back  furrow  counted  considerably  in  the  showing  made.  Although  each  contestant 
was  alloted  but  one-half  acre,  it  was  soon  observed  that  there  was  not  enough  available  land 
on  Mr.  Bonbard’s  place  to  set  all  the  plows  working,  and  the  sulkey  plows  were  conveyed  to  a 
field  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Cramer,  near  by.  Another  innovation  came  into  vogue  this  year 
and  that  was  the  furnishing  of  a  free  dinner  ticket  to  the  several  contestants. 

After  dinner,  President  James  Patterson  was  presented  with  a  beautiful  gold-headed 
cane  as  a  slight  token  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  “grand  old  man”  was  held  by  his 
Wheatland  friends,  for  his  constant  endeavor  to  promote  the  advancement  of  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  presentation  speech  was  made  by  Mr.  B.  C.  Hagar,  of  Joliet. 

In  the  walking  plow  class,  for  men,  John  Fairweather  won  first  prize;  M.  Fairweather, 
second,  and  M.  Faser,  third.  George  Rayn  won  first  place  with  the  sulkey  plow,  William 
Fairweater  second  and  B.  Wolf  third.  In  the  walking  plow  class,  for  boys  under  18, 
Cyrus  Stark  was  first,  M.  Dermuth  second  and  D.  Fairweather  third.  Work  with  sulkey 
plow,  for  boys  under  18,  Adam  Stark  first,  William  Myers  second  and  Peter  Schoal  third. 
Boys  under  15  used  walking  plows.  Robert  Cowan  won  first  place,  Jacob  Graven  second 
and  S.  Stark  third.  The  Furst  &  Bradley  sulkey  plow  won  first  money.  The  Weir  was 
given  first  premium  for  easy  handling  and  the  Moline  for  quality  of  work  and  durability. 
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THE  METHODS 


Adopted  by  builders  of  inferior  buggies  is  such 
that  the  average  buyer  can  hardly  discover  the 
real  difference  in  appearance  between  the  good, 
honest  article  and  the  cheap  John  stuff,  with 
which  the  market  is  flooded.  What  are  you  to 
do?  Simply  this:  Buy  a  buggy  made  by  a  fac¬ 
tory  which  has  the  reputation  of  building  the 
best  buggy  for  the  money  and  that  factory  is 
known  over  this  broad  land  as  The  La  Porte 
Carriage  Co.,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  and  another 
thing  no  factory  in  this  country  has  as  many 
vehicles  in  use  in  the  State  of  Illinois  as  the 

La  Porte  Carriage  Company . 

A  very  large  and  complete  line  of  their  work 
can  be  seen  at  the  immense  Repository  of 

JOSEPH  STEPHEN, 

. Cass  Street  and  Arch  Court. 

Joliet,  Ill. 

Do  not  make  a  mistake  in  the  place. 


Henley’s 


BOOK  STORE, 

206  N.  Chicago  St.,  Joliet,  Ill., 

..The  Only  Book  Store  in  Will  County.. 


School  Books. 


We  carry  a  very  large  stock  of 
School  Books  the  year  round- 
new  and  second-hand . 


Miscellaneous  Books. 

We  have  a  large  line  of 

NEW 

and 

STANDARD 

BOOKS, 

Suitable  for  gifts,  school 
libraries,  private  and 
public  libraries . 


BIBLES. 


Teacher’s  Bibles,  Family 
Bibles,  etc . 


F.  W.  HENLEY. 


“2)c/JOSi'/or-j/  of  2ffe/t  Sounty  Sffib/c  Society. 


The  match  of  1883  was  held  on  William  King’s  farm  September  15.  The  farmers 
from  adjacent  townships  and  surrounding  counties  were  much  in  evidence  on  this  occasion, 
and  of  the  1,200  people  present  a  large  per  cent  hailed  from  distances  far  remote.  It  was 
at  this  time,  perhaps,  that  the  plowing  match,  so  far  as  Wheatland  was  concerned,  began 
to  drop  its  original  identity,  and  took  on  the  nature  of  a  great  agricultural  exhibit,  embrac¬ 
ing  many  miles  of  territory  and  bringing  together  hundreds  of  strangers.  But  Wheatland 
was,  however,  the  direct  beneficiary  of  the  event,  and  as  it  widened  in  scope  and  import¬ 
ance,  so  likewise  did  the  reputation  of  the  township  extend  into  distant  lands.  Another 
noticeable  feature  of  this  year’s  carnival  was  the  increased  number  of  ladies  present.  Although 
up  to  this  time  they  were  not  held  as  occupying  a  large  space  on  the  program,  except  in 
the  culinary  department  at  noon,  yet  their  enjoyment  and  delight  was  no  less  sincere  than 
that  of  the  heads  of  families  themselves. 

Again  the  weather  man  furnished  a  dry,  hot  day.  The  fields  were  hard  and  packed, 
but  the  exhibitions  were  no  less  remarkable  than  in  the  years  past.  The  greatest  interest 
seemed  to  center  in  the  comparative  merits  of  the  sulkey  plows,  as  the  men  had  come  to 
realize  that  every  possible  improvement  should  be  encouraged  that  tended  to  make  the 
farm  work  less  arduous  and  difficult.  This  was  a  vital  principle  that  grew  out  of  the 
benificent  plan  of  the  match  in  the  course  of  progress  and  enlightenment  which  it  engen¬ 
dered.  Many  agents  were  present  and  exhibited  sulkey  plows,  each  one,  of  course,  claim¬ 
ing  superiority  for  his  make.  Among  the  exhibits  were  two  potato  diggers,  the  first  seen 
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George  J.  Arbeiter. 


George  J.  Arbeiter,  one  of  the  rising  young  attorneys  of 
Joliet,  was  born  at  Plainfield,  Illinois,  June  io,  1865.  His 
early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm,  and  his  early  education 
was  obtained  in  the  district  school  at  Caton  Farm.  He  after¬ 
wards  received  a  commercial  education  at  the  Northern  In¬ 
diana  Normal  school  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  where  he  also 
prepared  for  college,  afterwards  teaching  school  for  two  years 
at  Plainfield.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  entered  the  Freshman 
class  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  at  Champaign,  graduating 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Letters  from  that  institution 
in  June,  1893.  In  tHe  fall  of  1893  Mr.  Arbeiter  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  Mr.  Arbeiter  is  personally 
very  popular  among  his  acquaintances  and  although  he  has 
been  practicing  law  but  a  comparatively  short  time  has  ac¬ 
quired  a  most  excellent  business.  His  offices  are  in  Suite  305, 
Barber  Building. 
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in  this  section  of  Illinois.  One  was  from  Bloomingdale  and  the  other  from  Kentucky. 
They  were  at  the  time  considered  a  wonderful  invention.  The  merchants  of  Aurora  were 
also  present  in  a  large  delegation,  displaying  sewing  machines,  musical  instruments,  etc. 
From  this  time  on  the  piano  and  organ  were  made  necessary  adjuncts  to  a  well  regulated 
Wheatland  home. 

On  this  occasion  also  the  work  of  the  judges  was  highly  commended.  Nor  is  it  at  all 
surprising  that  it  should  be  so,  for  during  the  contest,  the  judges  were  not  allowed  on  the 
field  and  therefore  had  no  means  of  knowing  the  exact  land  finished  by  any  one  contestant. 
Furthermore  they  were  always  men  of  large  experience  and  good  judgment,  and  they  were 
above  catering  to  favoritism.  This  charge  has  never  been  preferred  against  any  of  the 
judges  of  the  several  carnivals.  The  awards  were  as  follows: 

Riding  plows  (men):  Adam  Stark,  first;  Homer  Grossman,  second;  Leonard  Wolf, 
third.  Boys  under  18:  Adam  Stark,  first;  Samuel  Stark,  second;  Peter  Schall,  third. 
Walking  plows  (men;:  Cyrus  Stark,  first;  M.  Fairweather,  second;  William  Castle,  third. 
Boys  under  18:  M.  Dermuth,  first;  Oliver  Mather,  second;  J.  Dermuth,  third.  Boys  under 
15:  P.  Groves,  first;  Jacob  Stark,  second;  Robert  Clow,  third. 

There  was  no  match  held  in  1884.  This  was  because  “Uncle”  James  Patterson  had 
started  this  summer  on  his  “trip  around  the  world”  and  did  not  return  until  October  1.  It 
was  then  too  late  to  hold  the  carnival.  In  connection  with  the  trip,  a  good,  story  is  told  of 
“Uncle”  James  by  his  neighbors.  When  he  landed  in  New  York  the  custom  house  officials 
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NO  MOTHER  *  ♦ 

Who  has  boys  to  dress,  should  miss  a  visit  to 
our  Boys’  Home-like  Department.  She’ll  find 
comfortable  Settees,  plenty  of  Light,  and  will¬ 
ing  Salespeople  to  wait  on  her.  The  Hopkins 
Suits  and  Knee  Pants  are  distinctive  features 
here.  Made  of  the  best  Wool  Cloths,  and 
lined  with  wear-resisting  material.  The 
Pants  have  double  Knees  and  Seat^  Elastic 
Waist  Bands,  Riveted  Buttons,  and  are  guar¬ 
anteed  not  to  rip. 


SUITS  $2.00  to  $5.00.  PANTS  50c. 


309  and  311  Jefferson  Street,  JOLIET,  ILL,  A.  E.  DINET  &  CO. 
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were  about  to  assess  him  $40  revenue  on  certain  Scotch-made  relics  he  brought  with  him 
from  the  fatherland.  Thereupon  Mr.  Patterson  quoted  a  verse  from  Job  and  put  on  that 
honest,  bland  look  that  was  too  much  for  the  officials.  They  listed  him  under  the  head  of 
“ministers  of  the  Gospel”  and  charged  him  only  half  rate.  This  was  the  only  time 
“Uncle”  James  got  the  best  of  Uncle  Sam. 

No  record  has  been  preserved  of  the  match  held  in  1885. 

The  big  event  of  1886  was  held  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Burkett.  The  attendance  was 
estimated  at  1,000.  On  this  occasion  a  shooting  target  and  refreshments  stands  made  their 
first  appearance  which  have  become  permanent  fixtures  since.  A  game  of  base  ball  was 
also  played  between  the  nines  of  Naperville  and  Wheaton,  resulting  in  favor  of  the  former 
by  a  score  of  22  to  5.  A  grand  open  air  ball  concluded  the  festivities  of  the  day.  The 
following  announcement  was  also  made  by  the  judges  at  the  close  of  the  contest:  “That 
farming  is  a  profession,  can  be  doubted  by  no  one;  and  that  it  is  also  advancing  toward  per¬ 
fection  is- an  apparent  fact.”  It  was  the  first  time  these  people  came  to  see  the  real  dignity 
of  farm  life  and  they  struck  the  nail  on  the  head  when  they  called  it  a  “profession.” 
Henceforth  the  position  and  the  men  began  to  understand  each  other. 

The  following  were  the  awards  made: 

Class  A,  best  plowing,  open  to  United  States:  Jacob  Stark,  first;  Adam  Stark,  second; 

Alvin  Stark,  third.  Boys  under  18:  Jacob  Stark,  first; - Uman,  second.  Sulkey 

plowing,  open  to  United  States:  M.  Derinuth,  first;  Geo.  Patterson,  second;  Wm.  Garver, 
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John  B.  Fithian. 


JOHN  B.  FITHIAN. 


John  B.  Fithian,  the  senior  member  of  the  well-known 
law  firm  of  Fithian  &  Heise,  with  offices  in  the  Barber  Build¬ 
ing,  is  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  Lfiving- 
ston  County.  He  attended  the  public  schools  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  12  years  and  since  that  time  pursued  a  course  of 
self-education.  He  read  law  with  Hon.  C.  B.  Garnsey  and 
began  practice  in  Joliet  in  October,  1876.  He  had  come  to 
the  city  nearly  four  years  earlier  and  had  been  connected  with 
the  prison  in  an  official  capacity.  He  is  the  senior  partner  of 
Fithian  &  Heise,  the  other  member  of  the  firm  being  the 
State’s  Attorney  of  Will  County.  Mr.  Fithian  is  an  able 
lawyer  and  enjoys  a  lucrative  practice.  During  the  years 
1862  and  1863  Mr.  Fithian  was  connected  with  the  sanitary 
department  of  the  army,  being  credited  to  the  Fifth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  although  he  was  never  mustered  as  a  soldier.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Stone  City  Union  Club  and  also  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  Masonic  organizations  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Fithian  was  married  January  22,  1878,  to  Edna  C. 
Whitaker  at  Carlinville,  Ill.  They  have  one  daughter,  L. 
Clare  Fithian. 
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third.  Boys  under  18:  Jacob  Garver,  first.  No  other  award  in  this  class.  Boys  under 
15:  Wm.  Dermuth,  first;  Albert  Garver,  second. 

The  judges  were  William  Brown,  Henry  Westfall,  William  Bough  ton,  Andrew  Fergu¬ 
son,  Thomas  Varley  and  Fred  Pilcher. 

The  match  of  1887,  held  on  George  Mather’s  farm,  marked  a  new  and  valuable  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  plowing  match.  A  woman’s  department  was  instituted  where  cooking,  sewing, 
fancy  needlework,  etc.,  was  exhibited  and  upon  which  premiums  were  awarded.  The  in¬ 
novation  sprang  into  prominence  at  once  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  most  valuable  parts 
of  the  annual  events.  Summed  up  in  a  nutshell,  it  resulted  in  making  the  good  wives  and 
daughters  better  qualified  and  equipped  for  the  work  in  the  homes.  It  was  a  whole  uni¬ 
versity  course  along  practical  lines. 

The  premiums  awarded  at  this  time  were  distributed  among  forty  contestants  as 
follows: 

Walking  plows  for  boys  under  15:  Willie  Dermuth,  first;  L.  Stark,  second.  Boys  un¬ 
der  18:  J.  Garver,  first;  Albert  Garver,  second.  John  Dermuth,  George  Johnson  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Boughton  captured  the  men’s  prizes  with  walking  plows.  Sulkey  plows,  boys  under 
18:  Alvin  Stark,  first;  John  Patterson,  second;  Leonard  Thompson,  third.  Among  the 
men:  M.  Meyers,  first;  John  Hoag,  second;  George  Ruya,  third. 

The  contest  of  the  following  year  eclipsed  all  former  efforts  by  far.  It  was  held  on  the 
farm  of  the  beloved  president,  Mr.  James  Patterson,  on  Saturday,  September  22,  1888. 
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LOU/S  d.SEHR/NG, 

PRES. 


HENRY  S£HR/NGy 

VICE  PRES 


HENRY  F.  P/E PENBR/NKy 

3ECY.&TREAS. 


f 

I 


<5r1^Rs  &  Bottlep5  f 
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Our  c^bottled  beer  Jo/iet,  Ns. 
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The  attendance  numbered  2,500,  and  at  one  time  576  carriages  and  other  vehicles  were 
counted  on  the  grounds.  It  was  a  gala  day  for  Wheatland  and  the  first  great  red  letter  day 
for  the  plowing  match,  and  a  day  on  which  James  Patterson  was  the  man  of  the  hour. 

The  exhibit  in  the  ladies’  department  this  year  was  remarkable  for  its  high  standard 
of  excellence.  Hundreds  of  women  and  young  ladies  were  present. 

Another  department  was  formally  added  at  this  time — the  grain  show.  From  that  day 
to  this,  Wheatland  has  furnished  some  of  the  finest  samples  in  the  cereal  line  to  be  found 
in  Illinois. 

The  prizes  were  awared  as  follows: 

Walking  plows,  open  to  the  United  States:  William  Dermuth,  first;  Albert  Garvey, 
second;  Fred  Heiss,  third.  Boys  under  15:  L,.  Stark,  first;  Samuel  Graver,  second;  John¬ 

nie  Clow,  third.  Riding  plows,  open  to  the  United  States:  John  Hoag,  first;  Jacob  Stark, 
second;  Willie  Myers,  third.  For  boys  under  18:  Alvin  Stark  had  no  competitor.  Of  the 
thirty  contestants  for  the  premiums  offered  by  the  Waubonsin  Farm  Club  on  cereals,  etc., 
Jacob  Stark  took  first  money;  J.  Steiner,  second;  J.  Wolf,  third.  In  the  oat  display  Rich¬ 
ard  Richart  was  first  and  Charles  Varley  second.  William  Willis  was  awarded  first  prize  in 
the  potato  display,  and  M.  N.  Norris,  second.  A  splendid  exhibition  was  made  of  the 
mammoth  beets  displayed.  The  Sweepstakes  plow  of  the  year  previous  took  first  prize  in 
the  class  of  walking  plows.  In  this  connection,  the  following  announcement  was  made  by 
the  judges: 
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SEE  OUR^ 

Combination  Book  Cases, 
Sideboards,  Parlor  Sets, 
Couches,  Rockers,  Center 
Tables,  Extension  Tables, 
Etc . 


©jt© 


And  we  are  here  to  sell  you  Furniture  and  House¬ 
hold  Goods  cheaper  than  you  can  purchase  it  in 
Chicago  or  anywhere  else.  If  you  will  only  take 
the  time  to  inspect  our  stock  and  prices  you  will  be 
convinced  of  this  fact. 


OUR  STOCK  IS  COnPLETE. 


Goods  the  Best  and 

::  Prices  the  Lowest. 


Elegant  Stock  of  Baby  Carriages  Always  on  Hand. 

Complete  Line  of  Cook  and  Heating  Stoves. 

Large  and  Complete  Stock  of  Carpets  and  Oil  Cloths. 

We  are  Headquarters  for  Curtains,  Lace,  Portieres  and  Tapestries. 


ILLINOIS  FURNITURE  COMPANY, 

Complete  Mouse  Furnitures.  JOLIET,  ILL.  No.  115  North  Ottawa  Street. 
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“We,  the  committee  on  riding  plows,  at  the  plowing  match  held  on  the  farm  of  James 
Patterson  in  the  town  of  Wheatland,  September  25,  1888,  would  have  awarded  first  premium 
to  the  work  done  by  the  plow  called  ‘Solid  Comfort,’  manufactured  by  the  Economist  Plow 
Company,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  had  the  ridge  not  been  too  high,  which  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  plow.  “Wm.  Clow, 

“A.  S.  Patterson, 

“W.  T.  Lombard.” 

The  game  of  base  ball  between  the  nines  of  Du  Page  and  Naperville  was  won  by  the 
latter  by  the  score  of  14  to  4.  The  premiums  offered  this  year  were  far  better  than  the 
average  premiums  awarded  at  county  fairs. 

In  1889  the  event  was  brought  off  on  the  farm  of  Leonard  Wolf,  September  21.  There 
were  present  over  2,700  men,  women  and  children,  and  to  bring  those  from  a  distance  634 
carriages  and  other  vehicles  were  required.  The  ladies  came  in  throngs.  To  them  the  oc¬ 
casion  possessed  keener  interest,  if  possible,  than  to  the  heads  of  the  various  families. 
Although  their  department  had  been  added  but  a  short  time,  comparatively  speaking,  they 
buckled  into  the  work  with  a  will  and  a  vengeance  at  the  very  start  that  could  not  help  of 
bringing  forth  excellent  results  right  away.  The  sharpest  but  good-natured  rivalry  sprung 
up  in  the  beginning  between  the  women  of  the  township.  Not  a  favored  few,  but  it 
seemed  that  every  woman  and  young  lady  in  the  territory  entered  the  lists  the  second  year 
after  their  exhibition  became  a  permanent  feature  of  the  match.  At  first  they  simply  con- 
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Sanduiieh-fldams 
Corn  Shelters-^- 

THE  WORLDS  BEST. 


75  different  styles  and  sizes. 
Capacities  io  to  600  bushels 
per  hour.  For  hand,  horse 
or  steam  power. 

We  gear  them  for  all  stand¬ 
ard  horse  powers  and  adapt 
them  to  any  engine  or  line 
shaft. 


Cioutbwich  Steam  Iba^  press. 

CAPACITY  2  TO  4  TONS  PER  HOUR. 


BUILT  FOR  BUSINESS 


—  50  FOOT  FEED  OPENING. 


No  balance  wheel  or  friction  clutches.  Simple,  durable,  powerful. 


We  also  manufacture  the  “Southwick”  and  “American”  two-horse,  full  circle  Hay  Presses,  and  the 

“Clean  Sweep”  Hay  Loader. 


SANDWICH  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

Chas.  S.  Culver,  Agent,  Joliet,  Ill.  Sandwich,  Illinois* 
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fined  their  exhibits  to  butter,  canned  fruits  and  the  like.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before 
this  department  was  not  unlike  and  equally  as  magnificent  as  the  woman’s  building  at  any 
of  the  average  county  fairs.  Even  the  fancy  goods  exhibited  were  remarkable  for  the 
quality  of  the  work.  All  these  things  brought  about  the  most  happy  and  salutary  results. 
The  striking  effect  was  realized  in  the  various  homes  where  these  several  articles,  upon 
which  so  much  time  and  labor  was  spent  that  they  might  find  favor  with  the  judges  at  the 
annual  plowing  match,  were  used  in  beautifying  the  farm  homes,  and  consequently  making 
the  home  more  attractive  and  enjoyable.  It  opened  lip  the  windows,  as  it  were,  and  let  in 
the  sunshine  to  homes  where  before  was  drudgery  and  ceaseless  toil.  It  brought  the  women 
to  that  point  where  they  began  to  realize  that  they  were  meant  for  something  else  besides 
scrubbing  from  one  year’s  end  to  another.  It  placed  God’s  mirror  in  their  homes  in  which 
they  beheld  themselves  in  a  more  exhalted  frame.  Henceforth  life  was  to  be  a  pleasure, 
more  so  than  ever  before,  and  the  days  were  to  be  filled  with  sunshine  and  promise.  As 
the  good. farmers  beautified  the  farm  and  made  the  work  less  arduous  each  year,  so,  like¬ 
wise,  did  their  good  house- wives.  The  home  became  a  refuge,  a  place  of  enjoyment,  where 
there  was  brightness  and  pleasure  and  joy,  not  simply  a  shelter  from  the  elements,  in  which 
to  eat  and  sleep.  Furthermore,  the  social  feature  was  and  is  deserving  of  the  greatest  laud¬ 
ation,  for  it  has  in  practice  formed  a  sisterhood  of  all  the  women  in  the  township,  the  same 
as  the  men  became  members  of  a  powerful  brotherhood.  Each  reaped  the  benefit  of  the 
others  ideas.  It  was  and  still  remains  a  perfect  model  of  practical  altruism.  Distance, 
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It  is  conceded  on  all  sides 
that  the  goods  sold  by  the 


joliet  TJea  Co., 

204  JEFFERSON  ST., 

are  the  best  ever  offered  in 
Will  County,  and  they  are 
justly  entitled  to  the  increas¬ 
ing  trade  they  are  enjoying. 

STRICTLY  HIGH  GRADE 

Teas.  Coffees,  Spices,  Baking  Powder 
and  Extracts 

....ALWAYS  ON  HAND.... 


CARL  OESTERLE, 

§£k 

Diamonds, 
Watches, 
pine 

Jemelry. 

W 

All  Goods  Warranted  as  Represented* 


106  CHICAGO  STREET, 

JOLIET,  *  ILLINOIS. 


which  as  a  rule  has  all  to  do  with  the  making  ot  “neighbors”  was  eliminated.  In  the  en¬ 
tire  township  of  Wheatland,  all  are  neighbors,  bound  together  by  the  strongest  ties  of 
noble  brotherhood  and  sisterhood.  Selfishness  and  avarice  are  unknown  in  Wheatland. 

And  so  it  was  not  so  surprising  after  all  that  the  ladies’  department  this  year  claimed 
so  much  attention  and  was  so  highly  complimented  on  its  efficiency  and  splendid  display. 
The  lists  of  the  awards  in  this  section  have  not  been  preserved  and  it  was  imposible  to  get 
them  together. 

In  the  class  of  walking  plows  for  men,  George  Johnson  won  first  prize;  Michael 
Schager,  second;  Frank  Day,  third.  Boys  under  18,  Albert  Graver  was  first  and  Willie 
Dermuth  second.  Boys  under  15,  John  F.  Clow  first  and  George  Fry  second.  In  the  rid¬ 
ing  plow  contest,  Willace  Meyers  was  first,  Willie  Fairweather  second  and  George  Smith 
third.  Boys  under  18,  Devi  Stark  first  and  Samuel  Garver  second.  In  the  corn  exhibit, 
Feonard  Wolf  was  awarded  first  premium  and  James  Fantz  second.  Mr.  Wolf  also  received 
the  blue  ribbon  in  the  oat  display  and  Alexander  Harvey  second.  J.  S.  Smith  exhibited 
the  finest  lot  of  potatoes,  D.  W.  Hess  being  a  close  second. 

The  annual  “Plowing  Match  and  Colt  Show”  of  1890  took  place  on  the  farm  of  Daniel 
and  James  Patterson.  This  was  another  red  letter  day  in  the  history  of  the  the  institution, 
over  4, 000  people  being  present,  and  it  was  thought  that  at  least  1000  were  kept  away  on 
account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  It  was  estimated  that  over  1,000  rigs  and  vehi¬ 
cles  were  hitched  along  the  fences  and  around  the  barn.  The  ladies  again  this  year  scored 
a  magnificent  triumph. 
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Some  manufacturers  and  dealers  advertise 
and  try  to  sell  their  customers 


COLUMBUS 

BUGGIES, 

or  Columbus  (0.)  Buggies,  leading  them  to 
believe  that  they  are  getting  the  genuine 
Columbus  Buggy  Company’s  Buggy.  Many 
people  do  not  stop  to  think  that  a  Colum¬ 
bus  Buggy,  or  a  Columbus  (0.)  Buggy  is 
one  thing  and  that  a  genuine  Columbus 
Buggy  Company’s  Buggy  is  another;  but 
there  is  a  vast  difference.  Be  careful  to 
get  a  genuine  Columbus  Buggy  Company’s 
Vehicle,  if  you  want  the  BEST.  The  above 
make  and  many  others  are  for  sale  at  the 
Mammoth  Repository  of 

JOSEPH  STEPHEN, 

JOLIET,  ILLINOIS, 

Cass  Street  and  Arch  Court. 

Make  no  Mistake  in  the  Place. 


IP*,  flfoemnger 


S 


Will  give  you  full  value  for  every 
dollar  you  invest  in  his  goods.,.** 
He  has  a  complete  line  of  the 


BEST  PIHNOS. 


Sewing  Machines,  Needles,  Oils, 
Attachments  and  parts  for 
all  Machines. 


BEST  ORGAN S. 


Small  Musical  Instruments,  Sheet  Music, 
...Strings... 


REPAIRING  A  SPECIALTY. 


109  S.  Ottawa  St., 


Joliet,  Illinois. 


The  judges  of  plowing  this  year  were;  Thomas  Findley,  A.  Patterson  and  Andrew  Fur- 
guson,  walking  plows;  Clinton  Eichelberger,  Win.  Brown  and  Leonard  Wolf,  riding  plows; 
Frank  McLean,  Daniel  Dermott  and  James  Owens,  sweepstakes.  Their  awards  were  as 
follows: 

Riding  plows  for  men,  Alvin  Stark,  first,  Jacob  Stark,  second,  William  Fairweather, 
third.  Boys  under  18,  Levi  Stark,  first,  Samuel  Graver,  second.  Boys  under  15,  the  only 
prize  was  the  first  premium  awarded  to  George  Graver.  In  the  class  of  walking  plows  for 
men,  William  Boughton  was  first,  George  Johnson,  second  and  Andrew  Waite,  third.  For 
boys  under  18,  William  Dermuth  was  first  and  George  Fry,  second.  For  boys  of  15  and 
under,  Martin  Fry  captured  first  money  and  George  Homer  second.  The  flying  premium 
went  to  Jacob  and  Alvin  Stark;  the  farmers  wining  first  place.  In  the  colt  exhibit  the  Blair 
horse  premiums  and  sweepstakes  were  awarded  to  a  filly  owned  by  H.  Furguson;  Board- 
man  horse,  fillies,  C.  Steffon  and  C.  Firestine;  Colts,  W.  Clow  and  D.  Patterson;  Books 
horse,  colts,  F.  Levy  and  A.  Clow;  fillies,  D.  Lantz;  Reckerts’  horse,  fillies,  W.  Patterson 
and  H.  Slick;  diploma  for  horse  showing  the  three  best  colts,  Ralph  Birkett.  This  prem¬ 
ium  was  given  by  the  Will  County  Horseman. 

In  1891  the  carnival  was  held  on  the  farm  of  Asa  F.  Mather,  September  19.  There 
was  another  large  attendance,  the  estimate  placing  the  number  at  over  4,000  and  1,200  car¬ 
riages.  A  large  part  of  the  crowd  was  ladies  and  they  gave  a  splendid  exhibition  in  their 
department.  People  came  from  all  over  the  State  and  hundreds  went  out  from  Joliet.  It 
was  one  of  the  great  days  in  Wheatland.  The  awards  were  as  follows: 
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FISH  BROS.  WAGON  CO 


RACINE,  wis. _ _ 

The  Only  Genuine  and  Original  Made  at  Racine,  Wis. 


The  above  cut  shows  one  of  the  Fish  Bros.  Wagon  Co.’s  3j£  in.  x  11  in.  Steel  Skein  Gears  sold  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Stephen  of  Joliet,  Ill.,  to  Mr.  O.  B.  Bensen,  the  leading  coal  dealer  of  that  place.  The  box  on  the  wagon  is  steel 
lined  and  weighs  1,600  lbs.  The  load  of  coal  weighs  8,730,  making  a  total  of  10,330  pounds  on  the  gear. 

Mr.  Bensen  states  that  he  has  often  loaded  more  than  five  tons  on  this  wagon,  and  further  states  that  he  has 
been  using  other  gears  and  finds  that  the  Fish  Wagon  is  the  only  one  that  stands  up  under  his  loads. 

JOSEPH  STEPHEN,  Agent,  Joliet,  III.,  Cass  Street  and  Arch  Court. 
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Riding  plows  for  men,  Jacob  Stark,  first;  Alvin  Stark,  second;  William  Fairweather, 
third.  Boys  under  18,  Frank  Patterson,  first;  Ervin  Steifboldt,  second;  Samuel  Graver, 
third.  In  the  walking  plow  class  the  first  premium  was  awarded  to  Michael  Faser.  Boys 
under  18,  George  Fry,  first;  John  Fairweather,  second;  Homer  George,  third.  In  the  colt 
exhibit,  Harvey  and  Andrew  Furguson  captured  the  premiums  on  fillies  sired  by  Saxon. 
They  did  likewise  in  the  horse  colt  exhibit  in  the  same  class.  For  fillies  sired  by  Night¬ 
shade,  James  King  won  first  and  second  money;  horse  colts,  John  Heron;  fillies  sired  by 
Cannock,  Stephen  Findley;  horse  colts,  James  Brossman;  sweepstakes,  Harry  Furguson’s 
colt,  sired  by  Saxon.  The  diploma  was  awarded  to  Blair  Brother’s  horse  Saxon.  In  the 
draft  team  class,  D.  &  J.  Patterson  were  awarded  first  premium  and  Geo.  Mather  second, 

The  following  year  the  match  was  held  on  the  farm  of  James  and  Daniel  Patterson, 
September  17,  1892.  The  attendance  was  about  3,500.  A  partial  list  of  the  awards  is  as 
follows: 

Walking  plows  for  men,  John  U.  Hoag,  first;  John  Dermuth,  second;  M.  Schager, 
third.  Boys  under  18,  Frank  Patterson,  first;  Edward  Stark,  second;  G.  J.  Fry,  third. 
Boys  under  15,  Wm.  Jouvenal,  first;  Clarence  Eichelberger,  second;  Carl  Eantz,  third. 

There  was  no  match  held  in  1893,  it  being  World’s  Fair  year.  When  the  question 
was  brought  up  as  to  whether  the  match  should  be  dispensed  with  this  year,  “Uncle” 
James  Patterson  is  reported  to  have  said:  “Well,  you  see  it’s  this  way:  They  are  going  to 
have  a  big  time  up  there  in  Chicago.  They  will  bring  the  best  fruits  of  their  labor  from  all 
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H.  G.  L.  STOLL  &  GO  ,’S 

RAILROAD  AND 
PRIVATE  LANDS. 


1 ,000,000  Acres  in  Illinois  and  Other  States.  Low 
Prices  and  Easy  Terms  of  Payments. 


CITY  PROPERTY 
AND  LOANS . 

Second  Floor,  Opposite  * 

Court  House.  * 

107  S.  Ottawa  St., 
"Joliet,  Illinois . 


Cheap  Railroad  Cxcursions. 


parts  of  the  world,  and  they’re  going  to  have  a  Midway  Plaissance  where  all  the  nations  of 
the  world  will  be  represented.  Besides  I  understand  that  Grover  Cleveland  will  be  there 
and  he’s  worth  going  to  see,  for  you  all  know  he  will  never  be  the  next  president.  So  I 
think  it  would  be  well  to  go  to  the  exposition  and  drop  the  match  this  year,  for  we  can  all 
learn  a  great  deal  there,  more,  perhaps,  than  we  would  at  the  plowing  match.”  It  has  not 
been  proved  that  “Uncle”  James  said  this,  but  if  he  did  the  last  sentence  is  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice.  This  was  the  fundamental  principle  the  founders  of  the  plowing  match  had  in 
mind — TO  REARN  something.  It  has  been  the  very  essence  of  the  institution;  it  is  the 
very  sine  qua  non  of  its  existence.  The  plowing  match  is  thoroughly  an  educational  in¬ 
stitution;  was  intended  so  in  the  first  place,  and  this  first  principle  has  been  responsible  for 
its  magnificent  success.  When  any  class  of  farmers  begin  to  inquire  into  the  science  of  their 
vocation,  then  and  not  until  then  have  they  got  on  the  right  scent  and  started  on  the  road 
that  brings  up  at  the  inn  called  “Success.” 

The  match  of  1894  was  held  on  the  farm  of  W.  D.  Boughton.  The  attendance  was 
something  over  3,000  and  it  was  an  eminently  successful  affair.  An  unusually  large  num¬ 
ber  of  strangers  were  present,  some  from  other  states. 

For  some  reason  unaccountable  to  the  writer,  the  record  of  awards  this  year  was  not 
preserved,  and  it  has  been  impossible  to  gain  a  list  of  the  several  prize  winners.  A  part  of 
the  list,  however,  has  been  dug  up,  and  includes,  perhaps,  the  most  interesting  of  the 
awards. 
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Ijhe  Joliet  bridge  &  Sron  Company, 

One  of  the  most  lively  and  flourishing  industries  to  be  found  in  Joliet,  is  the 
Joliet  Bridge  &  Iron  Company,  which  was  organized  in  1896,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  350,000.00,  and  from  the  first  inception  seems  to  have  commanded  a 
front  place  among  manufacturing  concerns  of  that  class  of  work,  and  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  reputation  in  several  states  of  the  Union,  having  orders  on  its  books  at 
present  for  bridges  for  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Iowa  and 
Illinois,  and  an  order  for  two  100  foot  spans  for  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Their  local  reputation  has  been  assured,  hav¬ 
ing  built  several  bridges  across  DuPage  river  and 
Jackson  creek  in  Will  County,  and  the  Red  Mill 
and  Cass  street  bridges  in  Joliet  Township. 

The  Company  builds  a  line  of  standard  bridges 
and  structural  work,  steel  culvert  pipes,  stand 
pipes,  tanks,  towers,  etc.,  and  employs  at  their 
plant  about  75  skilled  hands,  and  skilled  gangs  on 
the  outside  erecting  the  structures. 


The  Company  also  carries  in  stock  a  full  line  of 
beams,  channels,  angles,  bar  iron,  plates,  rivets, bolts 
etc.,  which  are  for  sale  at  market  prices,  and  invite 
the  farmers  and  public  generally  to  call  at  their 
works  on  North  Collins  street,  when  in  need  of 
anything  in  their  line. 

The  Company  has  completed  several  fine  struc¬ 
tures  since  its  incorporation,  as  a  look  at  the  pho¬ 
tographs  in  their  office  will  show. 


•- 


The  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  Company  is  Robert  C.  Morrison,  who  is  well  known 
in  Joliet  and  vicinity  as  an  experienced  and  practical  man  in  that  line  of  business. 


A  new  feature  sprang  into  prominence  this  year.  It  was  the  chicken  show.  The 
plowing  match  had  rapidly  grown  to  a  full  fledged  giant  froiulTstripling  of  a  lad  in  the 
previous  five  years,  and  now  embraced  all  the  essential  exhibits  of  a  well-organized  State 
or  County  Fair,  minus,  of  course,  the  inevitable  “hoss”  race.  In  1892,  the  exhibits  em¬ 
braced  about  everything  produced  on  a  Wheatland  farm,  with  the  exception  of  the  chick¬ 
ens.  So  in  came  the  proud  roosters  and  fat  hens.  It  proved  a  great  success. 

The  awards  obtainable  at  this  time  were  as  follows: 

For  gang  plowing,  men,  Will  Fairweather  was  first;  John  Dado,  second;  Eddie  Stark, 
third.  Riding  plows,  for  boys,  Jacob  Brossman,  first;  Albert  Struble,  second.  Walking 
plows,  boys  under  15,  Mart  Fry,  first;  Newel  Boughton,  second. 

The  match  of  1895  was  held  September  21,  on  the  farm  of  Peter  Eantz.  Over  1,000 
rigs  were  on  the  grounds  and  fully  5,000  were  present  to  take  part  in  the  show. 

The  complete  list  of  awards  was  as  follows: 

Walking  plows,  for  men,  Wm.  Demouth,  first,  $10;  Henry  Susemiehl,  second,  $8;  and 
Z.  Fry,  third,  $6.  Walking  plows,  for  boys  under  18,  Wm.  Fry,  first,  $8;  and  Fred 
Thompson,  second,  $6.  Riding  plows,  for  men,  Cyrus  Stark,  first,  $10,  and  a  Grand  De¬ 
tour  Walking  Plow;  John  Dado,  second,  $8;  and  Z.  H.  Rink,  third,  $6.  Riding  plows,  for 
boys  under  18,  Oscar  Stoner,  first,  $8;  Wm.  Joevenal,  second,  $6;  and  Ed.  Stark,  third, 
$4.00.  Flying  premium,  a  beautiful  cup,  went  to  Alvin  Stark,  who  operated  a  gang  plow. 
J.  C.  Owens’  premium  harness  for  plowing  went  to  J.  E.  Haag  for  the  best  plowing  in  his 
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RELIANCE  SULKY. 


respective  class,  he  using  a  Sulky  Defiance.  Gang  plow  premium,  Alvin  Stark,  $10;  and 
to  G.  O’Connor,  second,  a  Grand  Detour  Walking  Plow.  Riding  plows,  boys  under  15, 
Clarence  Eichelberger,  first,  $8  and  a  $100  lot  in  Soudan,  Miss.,  donated  by  W.  F.  Thayer, 
of  Aurora.  A.  Hobart,  second,  $6,  and  Ben.  Davis,  third,  $4.  Superintendent,  Geo.  B. 
Boardman. 

THE  GRAIN  SHOW. 

Yellow  corn,  Homer  Grommon,  of  Tokio,  first,  $2;  Wm.  Webb,  Joliet,  second,  $1. 
White  oats,  Geo.  Thomas,  first,  $2,  and  H.  Grommon,  second,  $1.  Rye,  Chas.  Staffeldt, 
first,  $2,  and  Homer  Grommon,  second,  $1.  Potatoes,  John  Eichelberger,  first,  $2,  and  Joe 
Donneberg,  second,  $1.  Best  one  year  rooster,  Jake  Rohr,  first,  $1.  Judges,  Howard 
Smillie,  John  O’Connor  and  Robt.  Patterson. 

STATE  ARTICLES. 

Yeast  bread,  first  premium,  Mrs.  Daniel  Patterson,  cake  box;  second,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Eich¬ 
elberger,-  spice  cabinet.  Corn  bread,  first,  Miss  Mary  Thompson,  ham  slicer;  second,  Mrs. 
Robert  Simpson,  fancy  dish.  Graham  bread,  first,  Miss  Agnes  McPherson,  decorated  plat¬ 
ter;  second,  Miss  Mary  Thompson,  pitcher.  Raised  biscuit,  first,  Mrs.  Avery  Lambert,  bed 
spread;  second,  Mrs.  Daniel  Patterson,  toilet  towels.  Plum  pie,  first,  J.  P.  Lantz,  spring 
balances;  second,  Mrs.  John  Stark,  mixing  bowl  and  spoon.  Chocolate  cake,  first,  Carl 
Pilcher,  half  dozen  bowls;  second,  Christine  Jamison,  fancy  dish.  Oil  paintings,  first,  Mrs. 
John  Birkett,  card  receiver;  second,  Lillian  Emery,  cup  and  saucer.  Hand  knit  mittens, 
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Clinton  E,  B.  Cutler, 


Clinton  E.  B.  Cutler,  tlie  supervisor  of  Joliet  Township,  is  the  young¬ 
est  man  who  has  ever  held  that  office,  having  been  born  in  Homer,  Will 
County,  July  3,  1871.  Mr.  Cutler’s  youth  was  spent  upon  the  farm  of 
his  father  and  during  the  winters  he  attended  the  district  schools  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  17.  In  1889  he  entered  the  Joliet  grammar  school 
and  finished  the  following  year.  Until  fall  he  worked  on  a  farm  and 
then  he  entered  the  Joliet  High  School  where  he  took  a  two  years’ 
course.  Mr.  Cutler  taught  a  district  school  for  two  years  after  leaving  the 
high  school  and  in  1894,  having  decided  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  Donahoe  &  McNaughton.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  May  22,  1895,  and  graduated  from  the  Northern 
Indiana  Law  School  June  5,  1895,  and  opened  an  office  in  Joliet  the  same 
month. 

When  the  late  Henry  Spangler  was  elected  supervisor  he  appointed 
Mr.  Cutler  as  his  clerk  and  during  the  long  illness  of  Mr.  Spangler  he 
was  the  acting  supervisor.  When  Mr.  Spangler  died,  Mr.  Cutler’s  quali¬ 
fications  for  the  office  were  so  evident  that  the  town  board  at  once  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  the  vacant  position.  This  fact  is  of  especial  interest  as 
Mr.  Cutler  is  a  Democrat  and  the  board  is  Republican.  At  the  spring 
election  of  1898  he  was  elected  011  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  office 
which  had  heretofore  been  filled  by  appointment.  He  received  a  hand¬ 
some  majority  in  a  township  that  is  usually  safely  Republican.  This 
was  largely  the  result  of  his  careful  and  able  management  of  the  office. 

In  his  practice  of  law,  as  in  his  management  of  the  supervisor’s 
office,  Mr.  Cutler  has  proven  himself  a  man  of  more  than  usual  ability 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  brightest  of  the  younger  lawyers  of  the 
CLINTON  E.  B.  CUTLER.  city.  Older  lawyers  have  complimented  him  most  highly  on  his  man¬ 

agement  of  cases.  Mr.  Cutler  was  married  June  16,  1897,  to  Miss  Maud 
Emmet,  of  Wilmington. 
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first,  Miss  Sarah  Stewart,  pair  shears;  second,  Mrs.  Thomas  Patterson,  dresser  scarf.  Sofa 
pillow,  first,  Miss  Jane  Lewis,  hat  rack;  second,  Gertie  Jarman,  hassock.  Crochet  work, 
half  yard,  first,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Pennington,  fancy  hair  pin;  second,  Isabella  Yack,  silver  thimble. 

PRIZES  FOR  GIRLS,  12  OR  UNDER. 

Hemstitched  pillow  case,  first,  May  Jarmann,  game;  second,  Minnie  Staffeldt,  silver 
thimble.  Hemmed  towel,  first,  Mary  K.  Patterson,  doll;  second,  Minnie  Staffeldt,  vase. 
Half  dozen  pieced  blocks,  first,  May  Jarmann,  toilet  mirror;  second,  Annie  Clow,  cup  and 
saucer. 

TOWN  ARTICLES. 

Pan-raised  biscuit,  first,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Lantz,  lamp;  second,  Mrs.  Z.  Fry,  dozen  tumblers; 
third,  Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  berry  set.  Fruit  cookies  (dark),  first,  Elva  Varley,  salad  set;  sec¬ 
ond,  Mrs.  John  Varley,  pair  towels;  third,  Mrs.  R.  Pennington,  cruet.  Cocoanut  cake,  first, 
Mary  Patterson,  pitcher.  Ribbon  cake,  first,  Fannie  Patterson,  half  dozen  fruit  dishes; 
second,  Nellie  Clow,  three  bowls;  third,  Emma  Boughton,  tea  stand  and  cheese  plate. 
Hickory  nut  cake,  first,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hobart,  table  cloth;  second,  Mrs.  E.  E-  Matter,  dessert 
spoons;  third,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Lantz,  chair.  Fruit  cake,  first,  Mrs.  Wm.  Clow,  chair;  second, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Lantz,  oak  dining  chair;  third,  Mrs.  Fannie  Patterson,  pitcher  and  dish.  Egg¬ 
less  cake,  first,  Jane  Knaff,  sadirons;  second,  Mary  Knaff,  pait  towels;  third,  Ida  Lantz, 
stamped  dollies.  Banana  cake,  first,  Mary  Patterson,  half  dozen  napkins;  second,  Mrs.  J. 
Stark,  chair;  third,  Mrs.  R.  Pennington,  purse.  Soft  ginger  bread,  first,  A.  S.  Patterson, 
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toilet  towels;  second,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Clo  v,  celery;  third,  Mrs.  H.  Ferguson,  perfection  cake  tin 
and  clamps.  Snow  balls,  first,  Jennie  Clow,  mixing  bowl  and  spoon;  second,  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Lantz,  splasher.  Pumpkin  pie,  first,  Mrs.  R.  Wightman,  salad  set;  second,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Eichelberger,  half  dozen  pie  plates;  third,  Mrs.  J.  Stark,  kitchen  lamp.  Apple-custard  pie, 
first,  Mrs.  Fannie  Patterson,  butter  knife;  second,  Mrs.  R.  Wightman,  three  bowls;  third, 
Sophia  Smith,  perfection  tin  and  lemon  squeezer.  Cherry  pie,  first,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Clow,  tea 
kettle;  second,  Richey  Heise,  hassock;  third,  Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  half  dozen  pie  plates. 
Gooseberry  pie,  first,  Mrs.  John  Stark,  half  dozen  fruit  dishes;  second,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Lantz, 
bath  towels;  third,  Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  asbestos  griddle  and  horse  raddish  dish.  Salad,  first, 
Miss  Jane  Stewart,  teapot;  second,  Fannie  Patterson,  water  bottle;  third,  Agnes  McPherson, 
cabbage  slicer.  Gooseberry  jelly,  first,  Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  spring  balances;  second,  Mrs.  W. 
D.  Boughton,  cheese  plate;  third,  Mrs.  R.  Pennington,  perfection  cake  tin  and  clamps. 
Apple  jelly,  first,  Mrs.  H.  Ferguson,  jelly  dish;  second,  Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  dozen  jelly  cups; 
third,  Miss  Richey  Heise,  work  basket.  Chile  sauce,  first,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Clow,  one  dozen 
tumblers;  second,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Lantz,  vinegar  cruet;  third,  Miss  Jane  Stewart,  catsup  bottle. 
Pickled  apples,  first,  Mrs.  L.  Wolf,  pickle  fork;  second,  Mrs.  Wm.  Stark,  tea  tray;  third, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Eichelberger,  salt  shake.  Baked  beans,  first,  Mrs.  R.  Pennington,  two 
kettles;  second,  Mrs.  R.  Wightman,  bean  jar;  third,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Patterson,  large  pitcher. 
Home  made  soap,  first,  Mrs.  John  Stark,  sad  irons;  second,  Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  sugar  shell; 
third,  Mrs.  C.  Heise,  toilet  towels.  Hand  knit  stockings,  first,  Ida  Clow,  sewing  table; 
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second,  Jane  Stewart,  hand  glass  and  drape;  third,  Mary  L.  Boughton,  pair  shears.  Patch" 
ing,  first,  Mary  Knaff,  sewing  chair;  second,  Elba  Varley,  glove  box;  third,  Mrs.  R.  Wight- 
inan,  hassock.  Cotton  patchwork  quilt,  first,  Mrs.  Mary  Boughton,  lamp;  second,  Mrs.  D. 
Patterson,  chair;  third,  Mrs.  T.  Patterson,  three  bowls.  Woolen  quilts,  first,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Patterson,  half  dozen  napkins;  second,  Mrs.  T.  Patterson,  platter;  third,  Ida  Eantz,  pitcher. 
Cotton  outline  quilt,  first,  Lizzie  Patterson,  half  dozen  bowls;  second,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Patterson, 
square  stand.  Hand  made  rug,  first,  Mrs.  L.  Wolf,  nickeled  coffee  pot;  second,  Sarah  Clow, 
half  dozen  bowls;  third,  Mrs.  A.  McPherson,  water  pail.  Button  holes  in  woolen  goods, 
first,  Belle  Clow,  oak  chair;  second,  Mrs.  E.  Hobart,  coffee  boiler;  third,  Mrs.  Zach.  Fry, 
silver  thimble  and  shears.  Best  collection  home  grown  plants  (three),  first,  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Lantz,  half  dozen  napkins;  second,  Mrs.  Fannie  Patterson,  oak  chair;  third,  Mrs.  Heise, 
dozen  sauce  dishes.  Home  grown  bouquet,  first,  Mrs.  John  Lombard,  ironing  table;  sec¬ 
ond,  Fannie  Patterson,  dozen  tumblers;  third,  Mrs.  R.  Wightman,  jardiniere. 

PRIZES  FOR  GIRRS,  1 6  OR  UNDER. 

Half  dozen  blocks  done  in  outline  work,  first,  Grace  Patterson,  parlor  croquet  set;  sec¬ 
ond,  Lena  Patterson,  shirt  waist  set;  third,  Elonora  Wolf,  knife.  Hand-made  kitchen  apron 
work,  first,  Grace  Knaff,  basket;  second,  Laura  Patterson,  fan;  third,  Grace  Clow,  set  of 
hair  ribbons.  Hand-made  sheet,  first,  Grace  Patterson,  game  (holma);  second,  Louisa  Staf- 
feldt,  fan.  Layer  cake,  first,  Elonora  Wolf,  toilet  set;  second,  Grace  Patterson,  bread  and 
milk  set;  third,  Alice  Enix,  water  bottle. 
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BECAUSE  .  .  . 

They  are  Built  on  Honor. 

They  are  Mechanically  Perfect. 

They  are  Strongly  Ironed  and  Nicely  Proportioned. 

They  are  Thoroughly  and  Attractively  Painted. 

They  are  Built  throughout  of  the  Finest  Materials. 

They  are  a  Guarantee  of  hight  Draft  and  Reliability. 
They  are  winners  in  the  Fiercest  Competition. 

They  are  Up-to-date  and  Absolutely  the  very  Best. 


C/iczs.  S.  Culver > 

Seneral  jtfgent. 


JOLIET,  ILL. 
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PRIZES  FOR  GIRLS,  IO  OR  UNDER. 

Half  dozen  pieced  blocks,  first,  Sarah  Hyland,  cup,  plate  and  saucer;  second,  Grace 
Hyland,  doll  buggy;  third,  Ruth  Hyland,  scrap  basket.  Ball  carpet  rags,  first,  Jennie  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  doll  buggy;  second,  Bertha  Staffeldt,  dissected  picture;  third,  Nettie  Thompson, 
school  cabinet  and  colored  crayons. 

WRITING. 

For  boys  14  or  under,  first,  Walter  E.  Hobart,  table  croquet;  second,  Frank  Boughton, 
ball  and  bat;  third,  Fred  Miller,  riding  whip.  For  girls  14  or  under,  first,  Grace  M.  Clow, 
thimble;  second,  Rose  Mather,  stick  pin;  third,  Minnie  Staffeldt,  tie.  Boys  10  or  under, 
first,  D.  G.  Stark,  bat  and  ball;  second,  Harry  Boardman,  game;  third,  Geo.  Brossman, 
school  cabinet.  Girls  10  or  under,  second,  Nettie  Thompson,  tin  kitchen  set;  third,  Abbie 
Brown,  game.  Handsomest  lady  on  the  grounds,  Mrs.  David  Brown,  of  Naperville,  re¬ 
ceived  an  expensive  and  pretty  wicker  chair. 

JUDGES. 

Bread  and  biscuit,  Mesdaines  R.  J.  Patterson,  Jerry  Fraley,  Wm.  Sillar.  Pies  and 
pickles,  Mesdames  William  P.  H.  Patterson,  James  Alexander,  Geo.  Gates.  Cookies  and 
Jells,  Miss  Bell  Clow,  Mesdames  George  Eeppert,  Ed.  Fry.  Snowballs  and  beans,  Mes¬ 
dames  F.  Boardman,  Edward  Eantz,  J.  B.  Clow.  Cake,  Mesdames  Frank  Eaton,  Leonard 
Wolf,  Jacob  Musselman.  Chile  sauce,  salads  and  soap,  Miss  Jane  Harvey,  Mesdames  Rob¬ 
ert  Simpson,  Robert  Wightman.  Plain  needle  work,  Mesdames  Belle  Emery,  John  Gray, 
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Charles  Varley.  Fancy  needle  work,  Mesdames  Geo.  Crosier,  Frank  Fraley,  Miss  Sarah 
Stewart.  Plants,  flowers  and  painting-,  Mesdames  Ryburn  and  Metcalf.  Donation  baskets, 
Mesdames  Harley  Walker,  Wm.  Boughton,  S.  B.  Frazer.  Writing,  Prof.  B.  Madison. 

A  cloudy  sky,  with  the  complement  of  mud  which  was  spread  over  the  roads  in  every 
direction,  did  not  dim  the  success  of  Wheatland’s  annual  plowing  match  of  1896,  which 
was  held  on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Graber,  September  19.  The  farm  is  situated  about  six  miles 
north  of  Plainfield,  and  everyone  in  the  community  turned  out  to  swell  the  crowd,  and  en¬ 
joy  the  sport  of  the  day.  The  inclemency  of  the  weather,  however,  kept  hundreds  away 
who  otherwise  would  have  been  present.  The  attendance  numbered  over  2,000  as  it  was. 

Where  the  plowing  match  took  place  the  land  was  level  and  was  staked  off  for  the  con¬ 
testants,  who  numbered  twenty.  Each  man  or  boy  who  was  entered,  started  off  with  his 
best  horses  and  his  plow  pointed  straight  across  the  field.  Of  course  they  did  not  vie  with 
one  another  to  finish  the  half  acre  first,  but  rather,  the  driver  in  every  case  drew  a  steady 
line  over  his  team,  and  slowly  turned  over  the  furrows  of  heavy  black  soil.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  morning  the  contestants  were  busy,  and  during  the  entire  afternoon  the 
judges’  time  was  taken  up  in  squinting  up  and  down  the  different  pieces  of  work.  One  would 
measure  the  depths  of  the  furrows,  another  would  look  over  the  other  points  of  each  man’s 
handiwork,  and  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the  judges  finally  made  their  decision. 

The  “Ladies’  Fair”  this  year  was  equally  as  interesting  as  the  plowing  contests.  This 
was  held  in  a  large  square  tent  in  the  orchard,  and  the  list  of  exhibits  was  large  and  varied. 
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THE  1898  McCORMICK  VERTICAL  CORN  BINDER  -m  m 


is  of  such  mechanical  construc¬ 
tion  that  it  is  a  corn  binder,  in  fact 
as  well  as  in  name  and  is  worthy 
of  inspection.  While  the  “1897” 
binder  proved  itself  superior  to 
all  other  machines,  the  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  “1898”  Binder  places 
it  far  ahead  of  any  corn  binder  in 
the  market. 


flcCormick  Harvesters, 
Mowers,  Corn  Binders, 
Shredders,  Etc. 


Celebrated  “Canton”  Implements 
of  every  description.  Carriages, 
Buggies,  Road  Wagons,  Farm 
Wagons,  Harness,  Etc.,  Etc. 


The  Largest  retail  Car= 
riage  and  Implement 
House . 

Joseph  Stephen, 

JOLIET,  ILL., 

Gass  Street  and  Arch  Court. 
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Fancy  work  stood  on  one  long  table,  together  with  the  rich  and  fragrant  foliage  of  plants 
and  flowers,  while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tent  was  a  show  of  pastry,  bread  and  cake. 
It  was  one  of  the  very  best  exhibitions  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  this  department,  and  re¬ 
flected  great  credit  on  the  good  housewives  of  this  prosperous  and  influential  community. 

There  was  this  year  what  was  called  the  “model  farm  contest.”  In  this  there  were  six 
contestants,  Wm.  Patterson,  Wm.  Westphal,  Thomas  Stewart,  William  Boughton,  James 
Patterson  and  William  Clow.  There  were  two  prizes,  one  for  160  acres  or  over,  and  one 
for  a  smaller  farm.  The  management  of  this  contest  was  given  over  to  James  Patterson. 
The  judges  were  Robert  Harvey  and  Frank  Havens.  They  were  to  decide  the  contest  on 
a  scale  of  ioo  points,  50  for  cultivation,  25  for  general  condition  of  buildings  and  25  for 
highways  and  fields.  As  the  judges  would  have  to  make  the  rounds  of  each  of  these  farms, 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  grant  them  several  days  in  which  to  prosecute  the  investigation, 
and  consequently  no  diplomas  were  given  on  this  day.  The  records,  so  far  as  a  hasty  ex¬ 
amination  went,  do  not  contain  the  final  decision  of  the  judges. 

The  awards  in  the  ladies’  department  will  not  be  given  at  this  time.  It  is  not  meant 
as  a  slight  to  the  fair  sex,  for  their  part  of  the  celebration  was  splendid  and  fully  as  excellent 
as  the  other  contests.  But  to  print  all  the  awards  in  every  department  and  the  necessary 
remarks  would  fill  a  book  of  many  volumes.  This  little  sketch  is  meant  to  give  an  idea  of 
what  the  plowing  match  is,  rather  than  a  complete  and  authentic  record  of  all  the  various 
happenings.  Some  idea  of  the  scope  and  importance  of  the  “ladies’  fair”  is  gained  by  a 
perusal  of  the  sketch  devoted  to  last  year’s  fair.  That  will  suffice  at  this  time  to  show  how 
great  a  figure  (to  use  the  somewhat  slang  phrase)  the  ladies  really  cut  in  these  annual  carn¬ 
ivals.  The  awards  this  year,  in  part,  were  as  follows: 
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J.  A  HENRY,  President. 


JOSEPH  STEPHEN,  Vice-President. 


C.  H.  TALCOTT,  Cashier. 


XlXTltll  Countv 
IRatkmal  JSanh. 


Capital  anP  Surplus,  $260,000.00. 


Corner  Jefferson  and  Ottawa  Sts., 


Joliet,  $11. 
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Walking  plows,  men,  Wm.  Boughton,  $10 ;  Henry  Susamuhl,  $8;  Benjamin  Thomas, 
$6.  Boys  under  18,  Fred  Thompson,  $8;  Wm.  Fry,  $6.  Judges,  Zaeh  Fry,  Geo.  Parker 
and  Fd.  Jarman.  Riding  plows,  men,  Wm.  Fairweather,  $io;  Cyrus  Stark,  $8;  Charles 
Susamuhl,  $6.  Boys  under  18,  Kddie  Stark,  $8;  Clarence  Bichelberger,  $6.  Boys  under 
15,  Malcolm  Ranee,  #8;  Milton  Bichelberger,  $6;  Arthur  Hobart,  $4.  Judges,  Thomas 
Stewart,  Geo.  Royce  and  Fred  Haag.  Gang  plows,  Alvin  Stark,  $10;  Jno.  Dado,  $8,  walk¬ 
ing  plow.  The  judges  were  the  same  as  for  riding  plows.  Sweepstakes,  Wm.  Fairweather, 
riding  plow.  Flying  premium,  Wm.  Fairweather.  Judges,  W.  H.  Patterson,  Jno.  Bross- 
inan  and  H.  B.  Grommon. 

The  association  had  great  cause  for  congratulation  on  the  eminently  successful  out¬ 
come  of  its  annual  meeting  held  Saturday,  September  18,  1897,  on  the  farm  of  David  Fry. 
The  weather  was  exceptionally  fine,  and  the  recent  rains  having  settled  the  dust  on  the 
roads,  made  the  trip  a  delightful  one.  The  attendance  was  set  by  many  who  have  experi¬ 
ence  in  estimating  crowds  of  this  character  as  high  as  5,000  and  over.  It  was  certainly 
conceded  by  all  that  it  was  the  largest  crowd  that  ever  attended  one  of  these  events,  and  one 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  average  county  fair.  In  one  sense  it  partook  of  the 
character  of  a  county  reunion.  People  were  present  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
many  old-time  acquaintances  were  renewed  and  strengthened,  and  many  new  friendships 
were  formed  as  a  result  of  the  day’s  visiting.  The  spacious  barns  and  outbuildings,  the 
orchard  and  fields,  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  visitors,  and  everyone  was  made  to 
feel  at  home  and  at  liberty  to  use  them  as  seemed  good  in  the  pursuit  of  recreation  and  rest. 
Refreshments  stands  were  in  evidence  and  received  a  generous  patronage,  while  the  dining 
hall  conducted  in  the  interests  of  the  association,  furnished  a  “fifty-cent  meal  for  a  quarter,  ” 
and  was  the  most  profitable,  financially,  of  any  department  on  the  grounds.  The  ladies’ 
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B.  WOOD  FRAME  OF  CUSHION. 

c  long  wires,  supporting  springs  .  When  you  get  ready  to 

D.  STUFFED  TOP  OF  CUSHION  , 

buy  that . 

Road  Wagon, 
Surrey,  Buggy 
or...Spring  Wagon 

it  will  pay  you  to  investigate 
the  celebrated  line  manufac¬ 
tured  by  J.  L.  CLARK,  of 
Oshkosh,  Wis.  They  embody 
many  new  features  not  found 
in  other  makes  and  the  prices 
are  lower  than  goods  of  equal 
merit  on  the  market.  You  take  no  chances  in  buying  a  CLARK  VEHICLE  for  they  are  cor¬ 
rect  in  style  and  durability.  Examine  this  cushion;  it  can  be  had  only  on  his  work. 


E.  STUFFED  SIDE  FLANGE 
J.  BOTTOM  LINE  :  OF  ORDINARY  CUSHION. 


.SOLD  AND  WARRANTED  BY. 


WILCOX  BROS., 


CORNER  CASS  AND  DESPLAI N ES  STS., 
JOLIET,  ILLINOIS. 
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department  this  year  was  a  magnificent  success,  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  Ad.  Clow. 

The  awards  in  the  plowing  contests  were  as  follows:  Walking  plows,  men,  Ben 
Thomas,  first;  Henry  Susamiehl,  second;  T.  R.  Davis,  third.  Boys  under  18,  Fred 
Thompson,  first;  Will  Fry,  second.  Riding  plows,  men,  Wm.  Fairweather,  first;  Edward 
Stark,  second;  Chas.  Susamiehl,  third.  Boys  under  18,  Arthur  Hobart,  first;  Clarence 
Eichelberger,  second;  Malcolm  Ranee,  third.  Boys  under  15,  Milton  Eichelberger,  first; 
Willie  Clow,  second.  In  the  flying  premium  contest  Wm.  Fairweather  carried  off  the  silver 
cup  for  the  second  time.  The  special  premium  for  gang  plows  was  won  by  Alvin  Stark, 
first  premium;  Cyrus  Stark  taking  the  walking  plow  as  second  premium.  The  sweepstakes 
premium  of  a  riding  sulky  plow  was  won  by  Alvin  Stark.  At  the  Iowa  state  fair,  held  in 
Des  Moines,  Mr.  Stark  won  first  premium  for  plowing  in  the  gang,  riding  and  walking 
classes,  and  a  special  silver  medal  for  work  with  a  walking  plow. 

The  foregoing  sketch  should  not  be  confounded  with  a  ‘‘history”  of  the  plowing  match, 
for  to  write  such  a  history  as  would  embrace  all  events,  awards,  etc.,  would  require  many 
weeks  of  careful  research  and  investigation  into  the  records  which  have  been  preserved, 
many  of  them  imperfect  and  not  complete,  and  a  greater  length  of  time  in  hunting  up  the 
older  residents  who  were  prominent  in  the  days  of  the  plowing  match’s  early  history.  The 
sketch  serves  its  purposes  if  it  conveys  some  idea  of  the  wonderful  importance  and  genuine 
greatness  of  the  Wheatland  idea,  as  embodied  in  the  annual  plowing  match.  The  writer 
acknowledges  his  inability  to  treat  the  subject  as  worthily  as  it  deserves,  and  craves  a  large 
seasoning  of  charity  on  the  part  of  the  readers  in  perusing  the  above  lines,  believing,  that 
if  the  chaff  is  carefully  sifted  from  the  mixture,  there  will  be  found  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
seed  that  will  yet  sprout  and  bear  good  fruit  in  the  fields  of  discussion,  devoted  to  the  up¬ 
lifting,  prospering  and  dignifying  of  farm  labor. 
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A  Young  1  ady  nr 

At  a  ball  called  her  escort  an 
Indian  because  he  was  on  her 
trail  all  the  time.  While  we 
are  not  Indians,  . 

We  are  on  the  trail 

of  every  one  who  wants  fall  and 
winter  hardware,  especially 
stoves  and  ranges.  Our  stock 
consists  of . 


Garlands  Jewels,  Radiant  Home  .#  Quick  Meals* 

THESE  STOVES  ARE  OFTEN  IMITATED,  BUT  NEVER  EQUALLED. 

WE  INVITE  YOU  TO  CALL  AND  INSPECT  OUR  ASSORTMENT. 


Strong,  Bush  &  Handwerk, 

Next  to  Post  Office,  JOLIET,  ILL. 
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Ernest  Wunderlich* 


ERNEST  WUNDERLICH. 


Ernest  Wunderlich,  the  well  known  and  popular  granite 
and  marble  dealer,  is  a  German  by  birth,  having  been  born  in 
Fleissen,  Kreis  Eger,  November  3,  1848.  His  early  education 
was  received  at  the  schools  of  his  native  country,  and  after 
leaving  school  he  learned  his  present  business  in  the  old  coun¬ 
try.  He  came  to  Joliet  in  1869,  when  he  was  20  years  of 
age,  and  went  from  here  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked  for 
two  years  in  his  present  business.  He  then  returned  to  Joliet 
on  his  own  account  in  his  present  business  and  has  continued 
it  uninterruptedly  ever  since.  He  at  present  occupies  a  place 
50x135  feet  in  dimensions  and  carries  the  finest  granite  and 
marble  monuments  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Wunderlich  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican  in  politics 
and  has  been  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  He  was 
twice  elected  Supervisor  of  Joliet  Township,  first  in  1894  and 
again  in  1897  and  has  filled  the  office  most  capably.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  public  questions  and  his  opinion  car¬ 
ries  great  weight  with  it.  Mr.  Wunderlich  was  married  in 
1869,  in  Joliet,  to  Margaret  Geipel,  who  comes  from  his  native 
town  in  Germany  and  they  have  a  large  family. 
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HAVE  YOUR  HORSES  SHOD  WITH  ■wrtfri 

...PHCENIX  SHOES... 

— _ — And  You  Will  Have  the  Best  on  the  Market . 


We  make  them  for  all  classes  of  work, 
from  the  Heaviest  Iron  Trucking  Shoe 

down  to  the  Lightest  Steel  Trotting . 

Send  name  on  postal  for  Catalogue  11= 
lustrating  all  Styles.  S  ^ 


Only  One  Quality  and  that  the  Sftest. 


::  Will  gladly  send  Sample  :: 

::  Shoe  if  you  want  one.  :: 

Phoenix  Horse  Shoe  Company, 

Factories  and  -  Joliet,  Illinois . 

Rolling  Hills:  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

THE  LARGEST  HORSE  SHOE  WORKS  IJJ  THE  WORLD. 
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Frank  L.  Bowen. 


Frank  U.  Bowen,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Attorney  at  Raw,  is  one 
of  the  younger  members  of  the  legal  profession  of  Joliet,  having  been 
born  January  16,  1870,  at  Greenwich,  Huron  County,  Ohio.  His  parents 
moved  to  Michigan  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  and  in  that  State  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  education,  attending  the  public  schools  at  Reading  and  Hills¬ 
dale,  Hillsdale  College,  the  Grand  Rapids  High  School  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Michigan.  He  is  a  graduate  and  post-graduate  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  Raw  Department  with  the  degree  of  U.  U.  B.  and  D.  U.  M. 
and  also  pursued  special  studies  in  the  literary  department.  After  leav¬ 
ing  college  in  the  summer  of  1894  he  accepted  a  position  on  the  adver¬ 
tising  stalf  of  the  Joliet  News  and  has  been  more  or  less  connected  with 
newspaper  work  ever  since,  being  afterwards  a  reporter  on  the  Republi¬ 
can,  City  Editor  of  the  Morning  Post  and  is  at  present  editor  of  the  Jo¬ 
liet  Sunday  Star.  After  being  with  the  News  a  short  time,  Mr.  Bowen 
entered  a  law  office  in  Chicago,  but  the  work,  which  was  entirely  in 
admiralty  courts  was  distasteful  to  him  and  he  soon  returned  to  Joliet  to 
take  the  City  Editorship  of  the  Post.  He  afterwards  became  a  reporter 
on  The  Republican  and  was  in  that  position  when  in  the  spring  of  1897 
FRANK  U  BOWEN  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  been  extremely  successful 

in  this  office  and  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  Joliet  bar.  Mr. 
Bowen  was  married  in  1894  and  has  a  son  born  July  31,  1897. 
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A.  E.  GALASS, 


Fashionable  Merchant 

Tailor  3 


Carry  Nothing  but  First-Class 
Stock,  Workmanship  and  fit 
Guaranteed*  &  &  &  &  & 


Rooms  3,  4  and  18, 
Young  Building, 


JOLIET 


ILLINOIS. 


The  Most  Economical  Shoes  to  buy  are 

fldier’s  Shoes. 

- — ¥¥¥* - 

They  are  all  made  especially  for  our  trade 
from  selected  stock  and  put  together 
by  careful  workmen. 

122  Ch‘ (LL  Adler,  Shoes 


W.  H.  CLARE, 


9@ 


Insurance, 

Real  Estate  and 
Money  Loaned. 


JOLIET 


ILLINOIS. 


George  Warner  Young, 


GEORGE  WARNER  YOUNG. 


George  Warner  Young,  of  the  firm  of  Cowing  &  Young,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Manhattan  March  25,  1866.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  practice  of  law.  Mr.  Young’s  early  education 
was  received  from  his  grandfather  and  private  teachers  and  at  the  Joliet 
public  schools.  From  1883  to  1885  he  work  on  the  Joliet  Republican 
and  the  attended  the  Columbia  College  Raw  School  and  Columbia  Col¬ 
lege  of  Political  Science  in  New  York  City,  graduating  in  1887  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  cum  laude\  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Illinois  in  the 
same  year.  He  was  associated  with  Olin  &  Phelps  until  1889.  From 
1889  to  1892  he  practiced  law  alone.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Mr.  George  J.  Cowing,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cowing  & 
Young.  The  firm  has  been  particularly  successful  in  the  higher  Courts 
and  have  had  great  success  in  litigation  concerning  farm  drainage.  He 
is  popular,  both  among  professional  and  social  acquaintances.  He  is  an 
active  Republican  in  politics.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he  was  nominated 
for  City  Attorney  in  the  Republican  city  convention  but  declined  the 
same,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies  to  his  private  business.  In  the 
spring  of  1898  his  friends  got  his  consent  to  run  for  Supervisor  and  he 
was  elected  by  a  good  majority.  His  friends  have  endeavored  to  get  his 
consent  to  run  for  the  legislature,  without  success,  he  preferring  to  at¬ 
tend  to  his  rapidly  growing  business. 
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L.  VANCE  FURNITURE  EMPORIUM. 


THE  OLDEST,  THE  LARGEST,  THE  CHEAPEST. 


NOW  IS 

THE  TIME 
TO  BUY 
FURNITURE , 
IT  WAS 

NEVER  SO 
CHEAP 

BEFORE. 


I  will  NOT  sell  shod¬ 
dy  Furniture. 

I  WILL  sell  good 
goods  cheaper  than 
you  can  buy  else¬ 
where . 

Look  at  a  few  sample 
prices: 


Iron  Beds  from  -  -  -  $  2.20  to  $18.00 

Brass  Beds  from  -  10.00  to  30.00 

Combination  desk  and  book  case  from  10.00  to  20.00 
Side  Boards  from  -  10.00  to  30.00 

Fine  Cobbler  Seat  Rockers  from  -  1.75  to  5.00 


Chamber  Sets  from  -  -  $11.00  to  $50.00 

Parlor  Sets  from  -  18.00  to  50.00 

Couches  from  -  -  -  -  6.00  to  20.00 

Cotton  Top  Mattresses  from  -  $1.00,  upward 

Fine  Oak  24-in  Center  Tables  -  -  $1.00 


AH  goods  Guaranteed  to  be  the  best  for  the  money.  Remember 
the  Place  308-310-312  Van  Buren  St.  Come  and  see  us. 


G.  L-.  VRNGE. 
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PLOWING  MATCH 


The  annual  Wheatland  plowing  match,  open  to  the  United  States,  will  be  held  on  the  farm  of  Ernest  Kinley, 
three  miles  north  of  the  Scotch  church,  Saturday,  September  17,  1898,  where  the  following  premiums  will  be 
awarded: 

Walking  Plows. — First  premium,  $10.00;  second,  $8.00;  third,  $6.00.  Open  to  boys  under  18 — first,  $8.00; 
second,  $6.00;  third,  $4.00.  Open  to  boys  under  15 — first,  $8.00;  second,  $6.00;  third,  $4.00.  Judges — W.  Lom¬ 
bard,  John  Brown,  Michael  Faser. 

Riding  Plows. — Classes  and  premiums  same  as  walking  plows.  Judges — R.  Patterson,  E.  Matter,  W. 
Boughton. 

Flying  Premium. — Open  to  both  riding  and  walking  plows.  Any  plowman  having  taken  one  first  premium, 
in  any  class,  is  entitled  to  compete  for  a  silver  cup,  given  by  the  society,  valued  at  $7.00.  The  successful  competi¬ 
tor  is  entitled  to  hold  the  cup  only  on  taking  the  cup  premium  two  years  in  succession.  Judges — John  Gray, 
George  Patterson,  George  Thomas. 

Ryburn,  Wolf  &  Parker  will  give  a  sweepstake  premium  of  a  buggy.  Open  to  all  plowmen,  both  riding  and 
walking.  Judges -Simon  Dixon,  John  Stark,  E.  Jarman. 

Each  competitor  with  riding  plow  must  use  three  horses  and  ride.  Each  plowman  must  plow  one-half  acre 
within  three  hours.  Boys  under  15  compete  for  all  prizes.  Plowing  must  be  between  five  and  seven  inches  in 
depth.  Plowing  will  commence  at  9  a.  m.  sharp.  The  rule  in  regard  to  depth  will  be  strictly  enforced.  Com¬ 
mittee  reserve  the  right  to  rectify  mistakes  as  soon  as  discovered.  All  entries  subject  to  approval  of  committee, 
and  must  be  made  not  later  than  September  14,  1898.  Agents  for  the  different  plow  manufactories  are  expected 
to  be  present  and  the  following  tests  will  be  made:  Quality  of  work,  ease  of  handling,  and  durability.  Men  and 
boys  of  adjoining  towns  are  cordially  invited  to  compete  for  all  the  different  premiums.  Judges  of  plowing  are 
requested  to  keep  off  the  grounds  until  work  is  completed. 
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...We  Fit  the  Hard  to  Fit... 


PICKWICK  SYSTEM  OF  RIGHT 
SHAPE  CLOTHING. 


A.  7VI.  SCHEIDT, 

THE  BELL  CLOTHIER, 


313  Jefferson  Street, 


JOLIET,  ILL. 


A.  J.  Vinson,  #  #  f  * 

PJttornei/  at  £av\?. 


gpecial  Attention  to  (Collections. 

Rooms  409-410, 

Gutting  Building.  Joliet,  Illinois. 

FRANK  SIMON, 

Confectionery, 

Groceries  and  Fruits, 

Live  Flsti  — ^g-\ 

..SPECIAL  SALE  EVERY  SATURDAY.. 
Opposite  St.  Joseph's  Hospital, 

421  N.  Broadway,  JOLIET,  ILL. 


JAS.  PATTERSON, 


President. 


Special  Premiums  for  Gang  Peows. — The  society  will  give  a 
special  premium  of  $10.00  to  first;  walking  plow  for  second,  donated  by 
Andrew  Welch  of  Aurora;  and  a  ton  of  hard  coal,  given  by  the  Bates 
Ice  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Joliet,  for  third.  Judges  the  same  as 
for  riding  plows. 

Grain  Show. — Open  to  Will  and  adjoining  counties.  Best  dent 
corn,  not  less  than  ten  ears,  first  premium,  $ 2.00 ;  second,  $1.00.  Best 
white  oats,  first,  $2.00;  second,  $1.00.  Best  early  potatoes,  first,  $2.00; 
second,  $1.00.  Best  late  potatoes,  first,  $ 2.00 ;  second,  $1. 00.  Best  one- 
year  old  hen  and  rooster,  first,  $1.00;  second,  50  cents.  All  exhibits  in 
this  class  must  be  of  1898  growth.  Judges — John  O’Conor,  David  Givler, 
Thomas  Stewart,  Sr. 

The  Vance  Furniture  Company,  of  Van  Buren  street,  Joliet,  gives  a 
Morris  reclining  chair  for  best  basket  at  ladies’  fair. 

Superintendents. — Headquarters,  James  Patterson;  Plowing,  Geo. 
B.  Boardman;  Grain  Show,  H.  H.  Hyland.  Judging  Committees  must 
meet  at  headquarters  at  11:30  a.  m. 


No  Side=Shows  Allowed. 
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E.  MEERS.  ...  R.  J.  BARR. 

Meers  &  Barr , 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW  . _ 

SOLICITORS  IN  CHANCERY. 

Rooms  25,  26  and  27,  Young  Building. 

—  IHI  I  FT  ILL. 


aw? 


JOHN  THEILERJR. 


Grocer . 

Restaurant 

A  n  d - 

Liquor  Merchant 


Cor.  Chicago  and  Jefferson  Sts., 

JOLIET,  ILLINOIS. 


....LADIES’  FAIR.... 


GEORGE  BOARDMAN, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
*  Plowing  Match, 


BY-LAWS, 

ist.  All  articles  entered  must  be  the  hand  work  of  the  exhibitor. 

2d.  No  article  can  be  entered  for  more  than  one  premium. 

3d.  State  premiums  open  to  ladies  residing  outside  of  incorporated 
cities  or  villages. 

4th.  The  committee  reserves  the  right  to  dispose  of  all  articles  of 
cookery  entered  and  accompanying  dishes. 

5th.  Exhibits  must  be  entered  before  10  o’clock. 

6th.  Any  article  having  taken  a  first  premium  twice  is  excluded. 
7th.  Bread  must  be  baked  the  day  before  the  exhibit. 

8th.  Needlework  must  be  finished  and  exhibited  unlaundered. 

9th.  No  person  can  make  but  one  entry  in  each  class. 

10th.  Cakes  must  be  removed  from  tin. 


STATE  ARTICLES. 


Loaf  Yeast  Bread . . 

. $1 

00 

75c 

25c 

Graham  Bread . 

. . .  1 

00 

75c 

25c 

Raised  Biscuit . 

00 

75c 

25c 

Cocoanut  Cake .  . . 

00 

75C 

25c 

Chocolate  Cake . 

00 

75c 

25c 

Pumpkin  Pie . 

75 

50c 

25c 

Lemon  Pie . 

75 

50c 

25c 

Outline  Quilt . 

00 

75c 

25c 
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O.  F. 


PINNEO,  GROCER. 


.«.  .«. 


jlfeact quarters,  Spear  C/toctc,  9/o.  2/0  9/.  Chicago  Street. 

97/a  r Act  anct  branch  S roc  erg,  / 03-/05  Sarctner 
Street,  Corner  o/  fourth  2/venue. 

Teas,  Coffees,  Pure  Spiees,  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

A.  SPECIALTY- 

IN  COFFEES  we  have  select  Rio,  Santos,  Mocha,  Javas, 
Maricabo,  Peaberry,  Mexican  and  Guatemala. 

In  TEAS  we  have  the  Finest  Pickings  of  Formosa,  Oolong, 
English  Breakfast,  Japans,  Ceylon,  India,  Gun= 
powder  and  Young  Hysons. 


WE  GUARANTEE  ALL  GOODS. 
JOLIET  AGENT  FOR 
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Chase  dc  Sanborn* s 
Celebrated  ZTeas  and  Coffees. 


MISS  MARY  PATTERSON, 

Chairman,  Ladies’  Fair  Committee.  She  is 
now  serving  her  third  year. 


Silk  Embroidered  Doily,  laundered . $i  oo  75c  25c 

Hand-made  Rug . 1  00  75c  25c 

Hand-knit  Mittens,  plain .  75  50c  25c 

Best  collection  paper  flowers .  75  50c  25  c 

Sofa  Pillow .  1  00  75c  25c 

Greatest  Variety  and  Display  of  Asters .  75  50c  25c 

Painting,  landscape  or  marine .  1  00  50c 

Animal  Painting .  1  00  50c 

GIRDS  12  OR  UNDER. 

Four  button  holes  in  cotton .  50  35  c  25  c 

Darning  on  cotton .  50  35c  25c 

Variety  of  six  buttons  sewed  on .  50  35c  25c 

TOWN  ARTICLES. 

Pan  raised  biscuit .  1  00  75  c  50c 

Pan  cinnamon  rolls .  75  50c  25c 

Frosted  creams,  one  dozen .  75  50c  25c 

Marble  cake . 1  oo  75c  50c 

Cocoanut  cake .  1  00  75  c  50c 

Hickory  nut  cake .  1  00  75  c  50c 

Fruit  cake . 1  00  75c  50c 

Doughnuts,  one  dozen .  75  50c  25c 

Meat  loaf .  1  00  75c  50c 

Squash  pie . - .  75  5oc  25c 

Appie  Pie .  75  5oc  25  c 

Grape  pie .  75  5°c  25  c 

Crab  apple  jell .  75  50c  25c 
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THOROUGH  TEACHING. 

¥¥ 


MODERN  METHODS. 

Rutland’s  Business  College, 

(SEVENTH  YEAR.) 

Shorthand  and  gQn  Book=Keeping, 
Typewriting. . .  English  Course. 

THB  Proprietor  was  for  several  years 
Principal  of  High  Schools — later  for 
nearly  fifteen  years  connected  with  some  of 
the  largest  corporations  in  Chicago  as  Book¬ 
keeper,  Stenographer,  Correspondent,  Man¬ 
ager,  etc.,  is  therefore,  able  to  train  young 
men  and  women  in  the  modern  business 
methods  of  to-day.  A  large  number  of  pu¬ 
pils  now  filling  excellent  positions. 

Send  for  circulars. 

W.  D.  PUTLAND, 

Proprietor  and  Principal. 


WIDE  AWAKE, 
ACTIVE . 


116-118  Ottawa  St.,  Joliet,  III. 
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MRS.  N.  KNAEF, 

Member  of  Ladies’ Committee.  This  is  her 
second  year. 


Gooseberry  jell . . 

One  quart  Cucumber  pickles,  sour . 

One  quart  Apple  pickles . 

Baked  beans . . . 

Cotton  patchwork  quilt . 

Woolen  quilt . 

Tufted  rug . 

Knitted  slippers . 

Hand  bouquet . 

Half-dozen  button  holes  in  cotton  goods  worked 
with  cotton  thread . 

GIRLS  16  OR  UNDER. 

Machine-made  shirt . 

Patching . 

Ginger  cake . 

GIRLS  io  OR  UNDER. 

Three  outlined  blocks . 

Hemmed  towel . 

Doll’s  dress . . 

WRITING. 

By  pupil  14  or  under . 

By  pupil  1 1  or  under .  . 

By  pupil  8  or  under . 


$  75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

1  00 

75c 

50c 

1  00 

75c 

50c 

1  00 

75c 

50c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

1  00 

75c 

50c 

5o 

35c 

25c 

50 

35c 

25c 

5o 

35c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25c 

75 

50c 

25  c 

50c 

25c 

Children’s  copy  to  be  the  names  of  the  townships  in  Will  county 
The  writing  to  be  vertical. 
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The  Vance  Furniture  Co,, 

The  Newest,  The  Largest, 
The  Cheapest . 

Furniture  House 

. In  Will  County. 


ComT  a"d  onty  f.rst-oiass 

goods— no  shoddy  stuff-  and  uii/t  guarantoo 
goods  andyrioos.  sfurnituro  for  ooory  room 
t/ie  Aouse.- 

Chamber  Sots,  Sartor  Sots,  Couohos,  Sideboards, 
Combination  S3ooh  Casas,  Sponsion  Cables, 
Center  ZLadtes. 

''The  Best  Goods  at  Lowest  Prices" 

. IS  OUR^VIOTTaTTr. 

Remember  the  Place, 

Gorman  Building, 

>4"3i6  Van  Buren  St.,  ::  Joliet,  Illinois. 


E.  J.  PECK, 

JEWELER. 


57hen  an  Article  comes  from 
my  store  the  quality  is  the 


best  and  the  style  correct. 
Wares  of  Standard  Reliable 
Makers  only  find  place  with 
us.  Our  energy  is  directed 
toward  keeping  in  stock  only 
the  newest  and  most  desirable 
Goods . 


JOLIET,  ILLINOIS, 


Cor.  Jefferson  and  Chicago  Sts. 

We  do  Fine  Watch  Repairing. 


M*86  AGNES  MCPHERSON, 


This  is  her  first  year  on  Tadies’  Committee. 


JUDGES. 

Bread  and  Biscuit — Mesdames  Newton  Matter,  Fred  Faveraeu,  B. 
Wightman. 

Pies  and  Pickles — Mesdames  Fred  Pilcher,  David  Givler,  Ed. 
Leafy. 

Doughnuts,  Beans  and  Meat  Loaf — Mesdames  August  Miller,  Har¬ 
vey  Ferguson,  James  Chapman. 

Cookies,  Cinnamon  Rolls  and  Jelly — Mesdames  Earnest  Frazier, 
Harley  Walker,  Isaac  Lantz. 

Cake — Mesdames  Ollie  Higgins,  W.  E.  Myers,  Miss  Elda  Varley. 
Plain  Needlework — Miss  Rose  Faser,  Miss  Ella  Davis,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Robbins. 


Fancy  Needlework — Miss  Minnie  Stark,  Mrs.  Emma  Sprague,  Miss 
Louie  Firestein. 

Painting  and  Bouquets — Miss  Mamie  Graves,  Miss  Amelia  Shafer, 
Mrs.  A.  S.  Clow. 


Writing— Superintendent  W.  H.  Nevens,  Joliet;  Prof.  Browne,  Plain- 
field;  Prof.  M.  Madison,  West  Chicago. 

Donation  Baskets — Mesdames  John  Varley,  Ed  Hobert,  Winwright 
Willis. 

Twelve  good  premiums  will  be  given  on  donation  baskets. 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  ground  for  25  cents. 

The  sale  of  cookery  in  tent  will  begin  at  2  o’clock. 

A  prize  will  be  given  to  the  best  old  quilt.  Towns  included  to  com¬ 
pete  for  this  prize. 

Judges  please  enter  the  tent  at  10  o’clock. 

Managers — Mrs.  and  Mary  E.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Agnes  McPherson, 
Mrs.  N.  Knaff. 

Table  Committee — Mrs.  D.  Patterson,  Mrs.  C.  Heise,  Mrs.  Ed.  Jar¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Wm.  Thompson,  Miss  Sarah  Stewart. 
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Do  You  Want  Anything  in  the  line  of. 


Woven  Wire,  Slat 
or  Ornamental 
Steel . 


For  your  Farm,  Orchard ,  Garden,  Lawn,  Churchyard, 
Cemetery,  School  House  or  any  other  place?  Do  you  need 
any  Bale  Ties?  Don’t  you  need  a  Corn  Crib  for  your  surplus 
Corn?  You  certainly  need  something  in  this  line. 

We  Make  a  Large  and  Complete  Variety  of  Such  Goods. 

When  you  need  anything  in  our  line,  call  and  see  us  when 
in  town,  or  write  us  and  we  will  give  you  close  prices. 


t ' 


,  V 


3  0112  061697048 


